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Abstract 

Trafficking in persons is a crime and form of exploitation which leaves victims dependent economically and financial rewards to 
those who make it happen. Another aspect of the phenomenon is, in fact, Factors underlying the economic satisfaction of a human 
trafficking victim and a migrant are considered in the present study. smuggling. In this case, data of 419 persons, who are associated 
with trafficking and smuggling of migrants are studied. and analysed. The research is centered on key factors including income, 
debt burden, health, children's The economic satisfaction of human is determined by educational, educational background, mari tal 
status and gender trafficking victims. In addition, the influence of income source, outstanding debt, family size and financial stress 
on physical activity levels were examined. The impacts of the illegal migration victims on the economic satisfaction are explored. is 
looking at these variables by examining, to give relevant information on the determinants of the economic welfare of the victims in 
both situations. The results provide insight into the economic satisfaction of these vulnerable groups and are crucial for policy 
makers and service providers seeking to tackle the needs of human trafficking/ illegal migration victims. 

Keywords: Illegal migration, Human Trafficking, Economic Satisfaction, Ordered Logistic Regression, Logistic regression, Socio-

Economic Indicators. 
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Introduction  
Human trafficking and illegal migration pose a global concern, influencing virtually every nation 

on Earth. It is predominantly observed that the movement of individuals occurs from less 

developed nations to more advanced and industrialized ones (Li, 2008). People tend to migrate 

toward neighbouring countries with comparatively higher living standards. The illegal movement 

of individuals can encompass both internal and cross-border activities, with those voluntarily 

migrating being categorized as part of illegal migration. 

A disturbing fact is that about 30% of victims are children, who are subjected to forced labour 

and sexual exploitation and all manner of other abuse. In a specific case, Punjab, Pakistan, 

witnessed 11,841 prosecutions, 9,548 convictions, and 118,932 victim identifications, whereas 

the broader global figures for prosecutions, convictions, and victim identifications are 1,024, 498, 
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and 13,875, respectively, as reported by the U.S. Department of State in 2020. The United 

Nations office on drugs and crime (UNODC) estimates that in the year 2016, some 2.5 million 

people were smuggled for economic gain (UNODC, 2018). According to the United Nations 

(UN), human trafficking is defined as “the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or 

receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, 

of fraud, or deception, of the abuse of power or a position of vulnerability or the giving or 

receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another 

person, for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation 

of the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour or services, 

slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of organs" (United Nations, 

2000).  

Illegal migration refers to the illegal and unauthorised movement of individuals across 

international borders and is a current issue with implications. Understanding the various drivers 

of illegal migration is a prerequisite to developing effective policies and interventions to address 

the complex issue of illegal migration. Illegal migration can be defined as “smuggling of 

migrants” shall mean the procurement, to obtain, directly or indirectly, a financial or other 

material benefits, of the illegal entry of a person into a State Party of which the person is not a 

national or a permanent resident”(UNODC, 2004).  

The main objective of the present paper is to investigate the impact of socio-economic 

determinants on the economic satisfaction of human trafficking and illegal migration victims. In 

addition, this study aims to unveil whether demographic determinants such as marital status, 

family size, marital status and area of living impact on economic satisfaction. Moreover, the role 

of the effect of health and educational status on the economic satisfaction of the victims is another 

major purpose of the present study to be investigated.  

In line with the aforementioned objectives, the present study endeavours to shed on light to the 

following research questions:  

• Does income level lead to lesser economics satisfaction of human trafficking and illegal 

migration victims? 

• Is there an effect of educational level and its expenses on economic satisfaction of human 

trafficking and illegal migration victims? 

• Does the debt pressure lessen the economic satisfaction of the victims? 

• Are the victims of human trafficking and illegal migration economically satisfied owing 

to their health status? 

• Does financial stress lead to lower economic satisfaction? 

Accordingly, rest of the paper is organized as follows: The next section presents the literature 

review based upon the previous studies on the economic aspect of human trafficking and migrant 

smuggling. Section 3 discusses the methodology, in which all the functional definitions, 

description of the variables and model specifications are given rigorously. Section 4 presents the 

empirical results and discussion throughout the empirical strategy, which is given in the previous 

section whereas the paper terminates with some concluding remarks and recommendations in the 

last section.  
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Literature Review 

There has been a misinterpretation of human trafficking and illegal migration among 

professionals, leading to what Batsyukova (2012) termed as "conceptual confusion." In the 

contemporary world, illegal migration has evolved from small-scale border crossings into a 

highly profitable industry (Zard & Bhaba, 2006). Although information on illegal migration lacks 

authenticity, estimates suggest that around 0.8 million people are smuggled across international 

borders each year (Zard & Bhaba, 2006). Similarly, a significant number of individuals, including 

men, women, and children, fall victim to traffickers within and outside their countries. 

Trafficking affects nearly all countries worldwide, acting as either the origin, transit, or 

destination for victims (UNODC, 2014). It is important to distinguish these two offenses, even 

though they have many differences, as they are frequently confused with each other and trafficked 

in migrants are often confused with migration smuggling (Kaizen & Nonneman, 2007). It is 

therefore of the utmost importance to make a clear distinction between these two phenomena. 

In the United Nations (UN) definition of human trafficking there have been "uncertainties and 

intricacies"  (Quirk, 2007). Human trafficking is defined by the three following elements by the 

UN: "recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring, or receipt of a person" through "threat, 

coercion, force, abduction, deception, etc., and for the purpose of exploitation, including slavery, 

forced labour, or sexual exploitation. Other scholars believe that all three elements, act, means 

and purpose, are necessary to determine trafficking. However, Quirk (2007) argues that only one 

of these is enough to identify trafficking because it is important for the state to differentiate and 

identify individuals who may be at risk of trafficking and separate them from smuggling. Human 

trafficking involves the trafficking of persons through deception, force or fraud, for the sole 

purpose of exploitation (UNODC, 2014). 

The services provided to migrants allow them to illegally cross international borders, entailing 

illegal crossing of the border for money or other goods. This situation is termed as human. This 

is known as human. smuggling. The protocols on trafficking and illegal migration are designed 

to provide a comprehensive definition. They can be used to identify criminal organisations across 

the globe (Shelley, 2010). These protocols strive to achieve international No agreement on the 

definition of illegal migration, nor on human trafficking. These, however, are interdependent and 

share some similarities in regard to their crimson has had difficulties in developing a universally 

accepted definition for both (crimes). To address this issue, the UN There have been differences 

made between the two protocols (Shelley, 2010). 

Traffickers profit from exploiting their victims, while smugglers make money by charging 

migrants fees to help them cross borders illegally. This relationship is summarized as follows: 

"Migrants pay smugglers to deliver them illegally to their destination; the line into trafficking is 

crossed when migrants endure mistreatment"(Finnegan, 2008). According to Shelley (2010), the 

illegal movement of people involves an interconnected process 

where both smugglers and traffickers exploit individuals. The distinction lies in the fact that 

traffickers exploit people, whereas smugglers assist people in migrating with their consent 

(Shelley, 2010). Smugglers take advantage of migrants' desperation to relocate for better 

opportunities. However, the offers made by smugglers are exploitative, although they do not pose 
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threats like traffickers do (Zard & Bhaba, 2006). When migrants lack alternatives, they may 

accept these opportunities, which can lead to coercive situations (Shelley, 2010). Additionally, 

trafficking victims have no control over the exploitation they face, while migrants lose their assets 

during migration under the control of smugglers. Migrants must comply with smugglers' orders 

for successful migration (Tamura, 2010). The willingness to migrate is associated with illegal 

migration, while forced migration characterizes trafficking. 

According to the UN trafficking protocol, coercion is defined as "the abuse of power or a position 

of vulnerability." Factors contributing to the victim's vulnerability include poor health, limited 

education, poverty, and displacement (Zard & Bhaba, 2006). The question arises whether legal 

institutions will interpret the definition of abuse in such a comprehensive manner. In cases of 

illegal migration, there is consent from the migrant, who willingly participates and relinquishes 

control to the smuggler, making them vulnerable. This situation creates difficulty in 

distinguishing between smuggling and trafficking (Thompson et al., 2000). The differentiation 

between a smuggled migrant and a trafficked person is often based on the punishment imposed 

on the individual. Economic motives drive many people to engage in illegal migration due to 

high debt burdens and unfavourable job conditions (Chapkis, 2003). 

Data and Empirical Strategy 

In order to address the effects of human trafficking and migrant smuggling on economic 

satisfactions of victims, the empirical strategy consists of three steps. In this respect, the first step 

is devoted to the data issues and generation of the data set, whereas the second step introduces 

the detailed description of the variables. Yet, the last step presents the empirical models to be 

examined throughout the paper.  

Data and Data Collection 

The research in this present paper is based on questionnaire method to acquire primary data 

concerning the variables. However, the main obstacle faced within its cross-sectional scope 

pertains to the collection of data and the sampling process. In view of this, the selection of the 

sample is guided by the annual report on human trafficking and illegal migration (HT&MS), with 

districts chosen proportionally based on the number of registered cases. The focus is on collecting 

data from victims of human trafficking and illegal migration in specific regions identified by the 

Federal Investigation Agency of Pakistan as Anti Human Trafficking and Illegal migration 

Circles. These circles include in their jurisdiction areas of Lahore, Gujrat, Gujranwala, Faisalabad 

and Multan. In the Lahore zone includes the following districts: Lahore, Sheikhupura, Nankana, 

Kasur. The Gujranwala zone is made up of Gujranwala, Sialkot, Hafizabad and Narowal. Gujrat 

zone consists of Gujrat, Kharian and Mandi Bahauddin. Faisalabad circle consists of districts of 

Faisalabad, Sargodha, Khushab, Mianwali, Bhakkar and Jhang. Systematic random sampling is 

used to select the samples from the five circles of HT&MS. The sample population size is 419, 

with a 5% registered interval. All the cases from the five circles of the HT&MS. The systematic 

random sampling is used for the selection of the samples from the districts. The technique used, 

in which every 5th victim from the data is selected to be a part of the questionnaire.  
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Table 1. Sampling Data 

Districts 
Total 

Cases 
Weight 

Human 

Trafficki

ng 

Illegal 

migratio

n 

Sample 

Size 

(Total) 

Lahore 1,121 20.16187 40 44 84 

Gujrat 1,317 23.68705 47 52 99 

Gujranwa

la 
2,030 36.51079 

73 80 
153 

Faisalaba

d 
417 7.5 

15 16 
31 

Multan 675 12.14029 24 27 51 

 5560 100 200 219 419 

Source: Authors’ own computations based on the data retrieved from UNODC’s Annual Report 

on Human Trafficking and Migrant Smuggling, 2020.  

The economic status of human trafficking victims is an important aspect that needs to be studied. 

research. Various socio-economic and demographic indicators are used, such as income level, 

debt burden, The factors include health status, children's education, educational attainment, 

family size, place of residence, marital status, the victims' gender, as supported by research done 

by Chatfield (1977), Greenberg and Mogilner (2021), Hulsey (2018), IOM (2019), Naik (2014), 

Park (2018), and Schyns (2001). The factors that affect economic satisfaction The methodology 

chapter has been addressed to levels. This section explores the influence of the above: The role 

of socio-economic and demographic factors in the economic status of trafficking victim. 

The economic satisfaction model within the illegal migration framework comprises variables 

with ordinal determinants (1, 2, ..., 5), necessitating the use of ordered logit regression for 

estimation. This approach effectively explains latent and unobserved variables (Cameron & 

Trivedi, 1986). (Joarder, 2014) also studied the economic satisfaction of illegal migrants and 

employed the ordered logistic regression model. Similarly, our current research utilizes ordered 

logistic regression as a more appropriate and superior method for our analysis. Specifically, we 

regress social and economic variables on the economic satisfaction of illegal migration victims. 

Furthermore, the avail opportunity model in the illegal migration framework involves categorical 

variables, requiring the use of logit regression for model estimation (Cameron & Trivedi, 1986). 

In a similar vein, Joarder (2014) employed the ordered logistic regression to investigate the 

various reasons behind individuals who seek opportunities to move abroad. In line with these 

previous studies, our current model employs logistic regression as a better and appropriate 

measure for our research. We add social and economic variables and regress them on the 

individuals who express a desire to avail opportunities despite being victims of illegal migration. 
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Definitions of the variables used (Operational)6 

Economic Satisfaction of illegal migrant (Dependent Variable) 

Economic factors primarily drive individuals to engage in illegal migration. The study assessed 

the economic contentment of smuggling victims using the question, 'How satisfied are you with 

your current economic situation?' Participants' responses were captured on a five-point Likert 

scale, ranging from 'not at all satisfied' to 'extremely satisfied. 

Economic Satisfaction of Human trafficking (Dependent Variable) 

The motivation for individuals to get involved in human trafficking is largely influenced by 

economic factors. The research examined the economic well-being of people being trafficked 

through the query, 'To what extent are you content with your present economic circumstances?' 

Participants' answers were recorded on a five-point Likert scale, spanning from 'not at all 

satisfied' to 'extremely satisfied'." 

Income source, level, and outstanding debts 

The study collects data from victims of illegal migration and human trafficking regarding their 

household income source both before and after the smuggling incident. Post-smuggling, 

individual income is evaluated, while household income is measured on a 23-point scale based 

on Buckler's (2008) methodology. In this study, household income categories are further refined, 

differing by 25,000 Pakistani rupees between each category, beginning from 'no income' and 

advancing onward. Additionally, the study employs a dummy variable format, representing 

income source and outstanding debts of smuggled migrants as 'No' and 'Yes’. 

Health Status 

The research examined the health condition of individuals impacted by Illegal migration and 

human trafficking after the incident. Victims' health status was classified based on the presence 

of health issues and the financial strain caused by healthcare expenses. Respondents were then 

prompted to specify the illnesses they were experiencing to validate this categorization. 

Furthermore, the survey included questions about the rising healthcare expenses, indicated as a 

dummy variable. It also investigated respondents' existing health needs and whether they were 

presently dealing with any illnesses (Khan & Nawaz, 2011). 

Empirical Models 

The study utilizes two distinct models to unveil the effect of socio-economic and demographic 

indicators on economic satisfactions of the victims of human trafficking and migrant smuggling. 

In the first model, the ESHT as the dependent variable for human trafficking. Several independent 

variables of a socio-economic and demographic nature were examined. Specifically, the variable 

'IL' represents household income level, 'Dpressure' indicates the pressure of debts from lenders, 

'Hstatus' denotes health status, 'Cedu' pertains to children's education, 'EDU' signifies the level 

 
6 See Appendix A1 for the detailed definitions of the variables.  
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of education, 'Fsize' represents family size, 'AOL' indicates the area of living, 'Mstatus' refers to 

the marital status of the victims, and 'Gender' distinguishes between male and female victims (1). 

All these variables were regressed against the economic satisfaction aspect of victims of human 

trafficking in the model. Continuous variables were standardized to facilitate a clear comparison 

of coefficient values.  

ESHTi= γ
0
+ γ

1
ILi++ γ

2
Dpressure

i
+γ

3
Hcosti+γ

4
Cedu.i+γ5EDUi+γ

6
Fsize.i   

+γ
7
AOLi+𝛾8MStatusi + γ

9
Genderi + 𝜀𝑖                                                          (1) 

where i=1, 2, 3…., k denotes the individuals and 𝜀𝑖 denotes the conventional disturbance term 

that follows i.i.d. process. As another distinct model, the present study considers the economic 

satisfaction of illegal migrants (ESMSi) as the reliant variable in baseline specification, which is 

shown by the following equation: 

ESMSi= γ
0
+ γ

1
Isourcei + γ

2
Odebtsi+γ

3
Hneedi+ γ

4
Fsize.i+ γ

5
Fstress.i + ε2 (2) 

Apart from equation 1, income source (Isource), "Odebts" represents outstanding debts (Odebts), 

health needs (Hneed), and financial stress (Fstress) enter as independent variables distinctively. 

All these variables were regressed against the economic satisfaction aspect of victims of illegal 

migration in the study. Continuous variables were standardized to facilitate a clear comparison 

of coefficient values. Both equations were estimated by employing ordered logistic regression 

method and the findings are discussed in the next section.  

Results and Discussion 

The economic well-being of victims involved in human trafficking was evaluated using a five-

point "Likert" scale. The results showed that 33 percent were "moderately satisfied," and 38 

percent were "very satisfied" with their economic situations. Among the 200 respondents, 70 

percent were male, while 30 percent were female.  

The respondents' residential areas were divided into rural (68 percent) and urban (32 percent) 

areas. These The monthly income of the individuals ranged from 25000-50000 Pakistan rupees. 

Amazingly, 87% of the respondents had no formal education. Up to 10 members were the average 

in a household. 66 percent had two or more children and 34 percent had family members. Those 

who have fallen into forced labour and debt bondage Many were burdened with considerable 

amounts of debt and 42 percent said they were pressured to pay back the debt. Interestingly, most 

There were no high-cost health needs among the respondents.  

Economic satisfaction was measured on a five-point “Likert” scale which found that 39 percent 

were satisfied. "slightly satisfied." Specifically, around one-quarter indicated they were “not at 

all satisfied” or “very not satisfied” with the treatment they received. with their current economic 

situations, they are "satisfied. Of the respondents, 68 percent were able to obtain some source of 

income. upon their return. People who had been involved in illegal migration frequently had large 

outstanding debts, 61 of whom had outstanding debts. Not surprisingly, the vast majority of 

respondents had low-cost health care needs. Each average household had up to 10 members of 
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the family and 17 per cent of people had two or more children.  

Financial strain is measured based on three variables: depression, irritability, and emotional 

exhaustion. These factors are rated on a five-point "Likert" scale representing levels of 

depression, irritation and emotional exhaustion as a result of financial stress. Approximately 29 

percent of the people said they were “rarely, sometimes, or often depressed or sad” because of 

their economic situation, and about 7 percent said they felt “always depressed or sad” because of 

their economic situation. Additionally, 27 percent and 30 percent of people experienced 

"occasional" feelings of irritability and emotional exhaustion, respectively, because of their 

financial situation. 

Table 2. Descriptive Statistics 

Variables Frequency 
Proportio

n (%) 

Economic 

Satisfaction of 

trafficked 

people 

(n=200) 

Not at all 

satisfied 
8 4.0 

Slightly 

satisfied 
42 21.0 

Moderately 

satisfied 
66 33.0 

Very satisfied 76 38.0 

Extremely 

satisfied 
8 4.0 

Economic 

Satisfaction of 

illegal migrants  

(n=219) 

Not at all 

satisfied 
63 28.8 

Slightly 

satisfied 
86 39.3 

Moderately 

satisfied 
52 23.7 

Level of 

education 

(n=200) 

Very satisfied 18 8.2 

Extremely 

satisfied 
63 28.8 

Secondary of 

below 

secondary 

6 3.0 

Area of living 

(n=200) 

Rural 136 68.0 

Urban 64 32.0 

Marital Status 

(n=200) 

Married 156 78.0 

Single 44 22.0 

Gender 

(n=200) 

Male 139 69.5 

Female 61 30.5 

Debt Pressure 

(n=200) 
No 62 42.2 
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Yes 85 57.8 

Health Status 

(n=200) 

No 187 93.5 

Yes 13 6.5 

Children 

Education 

(n=200) 

No 105 52.5 

Yes 45 22.5 

Income Source 

(n=219) 

No 68 31.1 

Yes 151 68.9 

Outstanding 

Debts 

(n=219) 

No 85 38.8 

Yes 134 61.2 

Health Status 

(n=219) 

No 196 89.5 

Yes 23 10.5 

Family Size 

(n=219) 

Up to 5 72 32.9 

6-10 123 56.2 

11-15 20 9.1 

Above 15 4 1.8 

Financial 

Stress 

Depressed/Sad 

Never 22 10.0 

Rarely 59 26.9 

Sometimes 59 26.9 

Often 64 29.2 

Always 15 6.8 

Irritated 

Never 26 11.9 

Rarely 55 25.1 

Sometimes 59 26.9 

Often 49 22.4 

Always 30 13.7 

Emotionally 

Drained 

Never 20 9.1 

Rarely 63 28.8 

Sometimes 66 30.1 

Often 47 21.5 

Always 23 10.5 

Source: Authors’ own computations. 

The study operated an ordered logistic regression model (Table 3) to examine how socio-

economic factors influence the economic satisfaction of individuals involved in human 

trafficking. The independent variables in this model included the respondent's income level, debt 

pressure, health status, children's education, and the respondent's own level of education. The 

regression results revealed that all these variables significantly affected the economic satisfaction 

of the respondents. 
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According to the findings, individuals in higher income brackets (earning between 25,001-50,000 

and 50,001-75,000) reported notably higher economic satisfaction, with odds ratios of 1.76 and 

8.73 respectively. This aligns with previous research Schyns (2001), indicating that higher 

income contributes to greater economic satisfaction. Conversely, those facing debt pressure or 

lender demands experienced a negative impact on economic satisfaction (odds ratio of 0.15), in 

line with the concept that increased debt pressure diminishes economic well-being (Greenberg & 

Mogilner, 2021). 

Furthermore, individuals with health issues experienced decreased economic satisfaction (odds 

ratio of 0.15). This corroborates previous research by Chatfield (1977), highlighting the strain 

health issues put on individuals' economic satisfaction due to the income portion spent on 

healthcare. Concerns about children's education also negatively influenced economic 

satisfaction, indicating a reduction in overall satisfaction levels. Lastly, the respondents' own 

education levels (up to primary and up to secondary) negatively impacted economic satisfaction, 

suggesting that higher education levels led to decreased economic satisfaction." 

Table 3. Ordered Logistic Regression Results 

Variables 

(1) (2) (3) 

Socio-

Economic 
Demographic Overall 

Economic 

Satisfaction 
- - - 

Income Level 

25,001-50,000 
4.1438***  5.6218*** 

(1.7669)  (2.8207) 

50,001-75,000 
94.7524***  95.8243*** 

(87.3155)  (89.2908) 

Debt Pressure: Yes 
0.4239**  0.4017** 

(0.1584)  (0.1514) 

Health status 
0.3924**  0.3796** 

(0.1573)  (0.1796) 

Children Education: 

Yes 

0.4626**  0.5056* 

(0.1413)  (0.1791) 

Education Level 

Primary or below 
0.3121***   

(0.1382)   

Secondary or below 
0.0000***   

(0.0000)   

Family Size 
 0.9873 1.0396 

 (0.0719) (0.1020) 

Area of living: Urban 
 0.6070* 0.5723 

 (0.1743) (0.2457) 

Marital Status: Single  2.3369*** 8.4770** 
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 (0.6851) (7.1044) 

Gender: Female 
 0.5409** 0.5823 

 (0.1688) (0.2809) 

Log likelihood -125.38906 -256.03529 - 126.08926 

Observations 116 200 116 

Notes: Robust standard errors are in parentheses. *** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1 denote the 

significance levels at 1%, 5%, and 10%.  

Source: Authors’ own calculations. 

The results for control variables are presented in Table 3. In this model, the outcome variables 

were regressed against educational level, family size, area of living, marital status, and gender of 

the respondents.  

All of the variables, with the exception of family size, had a significant effect on the outcome 

variable. Individuals However, those who live in urban areas were less satisfied with economic 

conditions because of higher prices and cost of living. In comparison to the rural areas, it shows 

a negative significant impact. Single persons, too, showed a negative significantly less satisfied 

with their economy, with an odds ratio of 0.68 (p<0.01), which means that people that are single 

are less satisfied with the economy. They are less economically satisfied (Chinchilla et al., 2012). 

In addition, the females reported less economic However, the payoff for women is not related to 

their work, but to the satisfaction they receive from their husband's work (which is generally not 

their own), and Leading to a negative significant impact on females satisfaction level about their 

economic status.  

The model was specified with the following independent variables: income source of the 

respondent, excessive debt load, health, number of family members, and financial strain of the 

respondent. The regression results showed that all the independent variables except for had 

significant impacts on the economic satisfaction of the respondents. health status. A steady source 

of income had a highly positive effect on the economy. 2.56 is the probability of winning that 

satisfies. Those who took to illegal means and took loans for going out of country found 

themselves in the following situation: This gives rise to greater debt strain which translates to 

lower economic welfare (Greenberg & Mogilner, 2021). The rise in the odds were 0.59 that the 

economic satisfaction decreased as a result of debt. Participants who had health problems were 

also asked to respond. reported lower economic satisfaction, though the effect was not as strong 

(odds of 0.44). Notably, family There was an interesting relationship between size and economic 

satisfaction, with the increase in family size associated with an increase in satisfaction. This had 

a positive effect on economic satisfaction, possibly because of the increase in income earners in 

the household. 

The study used ordered logistic regression model to assess the impact of socio-economic factors 

on a dependent variable of the non-binary type. Variables and outcomes related to economic 

satisfaction of those who partake in illegal migration These are presented in Table 4. The 

independent variables in this model included the respondent's income source, outstanding debt 

pressure, health status, family size, and the respondent's financial stress. The regression results 

revealed significant impacts of all independent variables on the economic satisfaction of 
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respondents, except for health status. Individuals with a stable income source exhibited a 

significantly positive impact on economic satisfaction, with odds of 2.56. Those who resorted to 

illegal means and borrowed money to go abroad experienced increased debt pressure, leading to 

diminished economic well-being (Greenberg & Mogilner, 2021). The rise in debt resulted in a 

decrease in economic satisfaction, with odds of 0.59. Respondents facing health issues also 

reported decreased economic satisfaction, with a negative but significant effect (odds of 0.44). 

Notably, family size exhibited an interesting relationship with economic satisfaction; an increase 

in family size positively influenced economic satisfaction, likely due to more earning members 

within the household. In addition, financial stress was identified as an important factor both prior 

to and subsequent to illegal migration. The study revealed that financial stress led to a reduction 

in economic satisfaction, suggesting that financial stress had a significant negative impact on 

respondents' economic well-being. 

Table 4. Ordered Logistic Regression Results: Economic Satisfaction Model 

Variables Economic Satisfaction 

Economic Satisfaction - 

Income source: Yes 
2.5613*** 

(0.7375) 

Outstanding debts: Yes 
0.5969* 

(0.1606) 

Health Need: Yes 
0.4449 

(0.2367) 

Family Size 
1.1078** 

(0.0466) 

Financial Stress 
0.5592*** 

(0.0807) 

Log likelihood -133.75544 

Observations 219 

Notes: Robust standard errors are in parentheses. *** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1 denote the 

significance levels at 1%, 5%, and 10%.  

Source: Authors’ own calculations. 

Conclusion and Recommendations  

This research has identified certain factors influencing the economy of human trafficking victims. 

and illegal migration, including income, employment, financial stress, education, health, 

children's education, debt, and family size. These factors can be beneficial or detrimental to the 
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economic situation of victims. Improving these indicators can make a huge difference in 

combating victimization in the area of human trafficking. and illegal migration. In addition, 

enhancing the human capital structure, and adopting effective government Improving policies, 

and strengthening the economic structure of a country has the potential to raise the socio-

economic status of the nation.  

The economic satisfaction model of human trafficking uses the ordered logit regression analysis 

to evaluate its determinants. An increase in income is correlated with a rise in human trafficking 

victims' satisfaction. In contrast, greater levels of debt tension reduce the economic satisfaction 

of victims; a higher debt load burdens victims, resulting in less satisfaction. Those who have 

health problems pay more for health care and are less satisfied. Satisfaction is also influenced by 

concerns about children's education, with the higher the level of concern, the lower the level of 

economic satisfaction. Surprisingly, education itself doesn't enhance the economic satisfaction 

of human trafficking victims. The economic satisfaction is lower for urban families due to 

increased costs. Curiously, people who are single are more satisfied with their economies, which 

may be due to the fact that they have no other financial obligations with family. Outcome 

measures are the economic satisfaction of illegal migrants.  

Significant, it is that the economic satisfaction that those who returned from abroad report having 

had, prior to their departure, has a strong positive influence here. Surprisingly, education itself 

doesn't enhance the economic satisfaction of human trafficking victims. Interestingly, very good 

debt is not a good predictor of these people's economic satisfaction, and more debt corresponds 

to less economic well-being. In contrast, the greater the number of family members, the greater 

the economic satisfaction, which may be due to a larger number of earners within the family. 

Although indirectly, financial stress has a strong impact on economic satisfaction. In particular, 

dissatisfaction with finances is a negative correlate of satisfaction and the size of family is a direct 

determinant of economic satisfaction among illegal migrants. 

The above results, along with the nature and specific details of the study, offer some concrete 

policy suggestions as follows:  

1. Implement programs for economic empowerment, such as skill development, placement 

and entrepreneurship. The programs are designed to reduce financial burden and 

vulnerability.  

2. Improve consumer protection legislation and rules to discourage predatory lending, 

fraudulent practices and financial exploitation. These measures are essential in 

minimizing increased financial stress and financial vulnerability. 

3. Provide people with low income access to low cost loans and microfinance facilities, so 

that they can meet their financial needs in a responsible way, and reduce their exposure 

to predatory lending. 

4. Engage with financial institutions to establish responsible lending practices, increase 

financial inclusion and provide assistance to the people in debt situation. The 

collaborative effort will be to stop them being vulnerable to trafficking in persons.  

5. Improve access to quality health care, including preventive, primary and mental health 

services to people who are at risk of trafficking.  



2440 Economic Resilience and Reintegration Management: Examining 

Satisfaction among Human Trafficking and Migrant Smuggling Survivors 

and Sustainability Report Disclosure Impact The Firm-Value?  

 - Insights from Indonesia Capital, Social Media, and Open Innovation 

Shape Innovation Performance in the Posthuman EraCultural Identity in 

Qatar 

Journal of Posthumanism 

 

 

6. Ensure access to healthcare is affordable and accessible to all, irrespective of socio-

economic status. 
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