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Abstract

The aim of this study was to explore the role of digital memes on digital media platforms in shaping Saudi cultural identity among
students at Imam Abdulrahman Bin Faisal University. The study examined the relationship between meme usage and cultural
identity, with a focus on how memes influence both local cultural pride and global cultural exposure. Using a descriptive survey
method, a structured questionnaire was developed and administered to a stratified random sample of 650 students from the
university. The findings indicated that digital memes play a significant role in shaping cultural identity, with 65% of students
frequently engaging with memes to express social situations and showcase cultural symbols. However, the study also found that
40% of students feel that global memes sometimes weaken adherence to local traditions. Based on these results, the study
recommends raising awareness about the role of digital memes in cultural identity formation, encouraging the creation of memes
that reflect Saudi culture, and promoting critical engagement with memes to preserve cultural authenticity while navigating global
influences.
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Introduction

Digital memes have spread widely among university students in recent years, becoming one of
the most prominent means of expression and interaction across digital media platforms. Memes
are no longer just entertaining content or a means of amusement; they have transformed into tools
used by students to express their opinions on social issues, share personal experiences, and build
digital relationships with others.

Saudi Arabia has seen a significant rise in digital communication indicators, with internet
penetration reaching 99% in early 2024-2025, while the use of social media reached 94.3% of
the total population. The reliance on mobile phones to access the internet has increased to 99.4%.
Additionally, Saudi Arabia ranked fourth among G20 countries in terms of mobile internet speed.
These indicators reflect the development of digital infrastructure and the growing communication
culture among youth. (DataReportal, 2024)

Within this high context, digital memes have evolved from being mere entertainment into tools
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of cultural and social expression, used to build belonging, shape stances on public issues, and
form symbolic groups on platforms (Huang et al., 2024; Nissenbaum & Shifman, 2018).
A study by Dwivedi (2023) indicates that memes help bridge cultural barriers and facilitate
interaction among youth from diverse backgrounds, while creating a cross-cultural digital
identity. A study by Musa et al. (2023) considers memes as "cultural information units" that travel
through digital interaction among individuals. The study shows that memes carry symbols and
meanings that represent social stances and values, making them an effective means of
reproducing popular culture among youth and shaping digital cultural identity.
Global studies have shown that meme templates serve as "expressive anchors" that convey
meanings across cultures, with a dominance of Western symbols, accompanied by local forms
that reproduce meaning within national contexts (Nissenbaum & Shifman, 2018).
Local literature reveals that Saudi youth use memes in a hybrid linguistic environment, blending
Arabic (both classical and colloquial) and English through code-switching, a practice that carries
humorous and social functions, reflecting identity negotiation in a digital space that transcends
borders (Al-Rowais, 2023; Alowidha, 2024).
A study by Mukhtar et al. (2024) asserts that memes are "cultural information units" that circulate
digitally through interaction, including jokes, rumors, videos, and images.
A review of previous studies shows a lack of research on the impact of digital memes on Saudi
cultural identity, despite the widespread presence of this phenomenon on digital media platforms.
Memes have evolved from mere entertainment into a means of expressing social stances and
building digital belonging. In the Saudi context, a clear distinction exists between local memes,
which reflect national dialects and cultural symbols and enhance the sense of identity, and global
memes imported from different cultures, which may carry meanings that are incompatible with
or even contradict local values. This cultural intersection raises key questions about the impact
of this phenomenon on shaping identity.

In light of the Saudi digital reality and global trends in meme culture, the main research question

is:

What is the role of digital memes on digital media platforms in shaping Saudi cultural identity

among university students?

Thus, this research seeks to explore memes as a contemporary cultural and social phenomenon,

revealing their role in shaping Saudi cultural identity among university students and analyzing

how they are employed to convey meanings and messages within digital media.

Significance of the Study:

¢ Scientific Significance: This study aims to enrich academic knowledge in the fields of digital
media and visual culture by providing an in-depth analysis of the role of digital memes in
shaping the cultural and digital identity of university students in Saudi Arabia. This analysis
focuses on deconstructing the cultural symbols and meanings embedded in memes and
understanding their impact on students' awareness and sense of belonging, offering a new
perspective on communication studies and digital culture.

e Practical Significance: The results of the study provide a practical framework for content
creators and media institutions to use memes as a strategic tool in designing innovative digital
campaigns that reflect local culture. Memes' simplicity and rapid circulation allow them to
achieve widespread reach, thereby enhancing the effectiveness of communication in digital
environments.

e Social Significance: The study highlights the role of memes in fostering cultural belonging
and social awareness among youth. It emphasizes the need to develop conscious digital
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258 The Role of Digital Memes in Digital Media Platforms in Shaping

practices that support local identity while preserving values and traditions in digital media.

This contributes to building a cohesive digital society that engages with global

transformations without compromising its cultural uniqueness.

Literature Review:

The Role of Memes in Building Digital Identity:

Youth turn to digital memes to express their identities and social-cultural circumstances. Memes
are used as semiotic and visual tools that contribute to the construction of both individual and
collective identities. They express the personal and collective values and beliefs of youth,
creating a common language for communication (Halim & Sari, 2024; Gul, Rukh, & Noor, 2025).
In this way, memes give youth the ability to shape their digital identities and engage in innovative
and interactive cultural communication.

Motivations for Using Memes:

The motivation for using memes lies in their speed of circulation across digital platforms. Youth
are drawn to memes for their simplicity and clarity, and their ability to express everyday
situations quickly without the need to write long comments. Additionally, their humorous and
ironic nature makes them entertaining and helps pass time, especially with the daily trends on
platforms like X and TikTok. Moreover, youth use memes in public conversations in a safe and
indirect way, allowing them to express their opinions in a humorous manner without directly
sparking controversy. Memes also contribute to increasing social interaction and breaking the ice
in conversations, which explains their widespread use among youth (Silkandar, Jan, Riaz, & Butt,
2025).

To explain this phenomenon, the current study relies on several theories that highlight the role of
memes in building digital and cultural identity:

e Cultural and Digital Identity Theory: This theory explains how cultural and individual
identities are built through digital interaction and the role of memes in reproducing or
altering these identities (Vitiuk et al., 2023).

e Media Effects Theory: This theory clarifies the impact of digital media platforms and
memes on youth values, and consequently on the formation of their cultural identity
(Ahmed, 2023).

¢ Semiotic Theory: This theory helps in understanding the meanings and symbols within
memes and how they allow the transfer of cultural messages and contribute to the
formation of identity (Halim & Sari, 2024).

Models Explaining the Phenomenon:

¢ Uses and Gratifications Model: This model is widely used to explain the motivations
of youth in consuming digital content. Memes fulfill various needs such as entertainment,
self-expression, and group belonging. This model helps understand the motivations
behind the use of memes among Saudi university students (Mohammed, 2023).

e Cultural/Semiotic Analysis of Memes Model: This model analyzes memes as cultural
and symbolic units with societal meanings and connotations. Memes serve as models for
producing and consuming digital culture, as they reshape cultural and social discourse
through symbols and satirical images (Ayash, 2022).

"Deeper Analysis of '"Local vs. Global Cultural Impact"

The role of digital memes in shaping cultural identity is intricately linked to the interplay between
local and global cultural influences. Memes, as symbols of cultural exchange, can either reinforce
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or challenge existing cultural norms. In Saudi Arabia, the tension between local cultural pride
and global meme trends is particularly significant.

Global Memes: Global memes often carry Western cultural symbols, humor, and ideologies,
which can impact Saudi youth by introducing new perspectives and ideas. For instance, memes
referencing global pop culture, such as Hollywood movies or Western celebrity figures, may
influence students' attitudes toward global culture. However, some students perceive these global
memes as conflicting with local traditions, particularly when they involve humor or values that
challenge Saudi cultural norms.

Local Memes: In contrast, local memes in Saudi Arabia often use national dialects, cultural
symbols, and local humor to reinforce cultural pride and identity. Memes featuring traditional
Saudi clothing, national holidays, or social issues unique to the Kingdom resonate deeply with
Saudi youth and help preserve their sense of local belonging. However, some students might find
themselves navigating a delicate balance between embracing global memes and remaining loyal
to local traditions, making the role of memes in shaping Saudi cultural identity both complex and
multifaceted.

Previous Studies:

1. Meme Usage Culture on Social Issues Among Youth (2021): This study examines
how youth use memes as a tool to engage with social issues. It revealed that memes have
become a language of communication based on symbols and visual cues, used to express
opinions, social criticism, or to mock events. The study found that the frequent use of
memes enhances the construction of a "digital social identity" shared among users,
fostering a sense of belonging to a particular group through the shared understanding of
symbols (Aydin, 2021).

2. Social Media Memes: A Study of Its Impact on Intercultural Communications
(2023)

3. Memes Related to University Education on Social Media and Their Impact on
Students’ Perceptions of Concepts (2023): This study focused on the role of memes in
the academic setting and found that memes are used to simplify information and express
students’ educational experiences. They contribute to building a "digital collective
identity" that reflects shared belonging among students (Ahmed, 2023).

4. Digital Participation of Internet Memes Across Generations in Saudi Arabia (2023):
The study highlighted the widespread use of memes among Saudi youth and found that
local memes enhance national belonging and local cultural identity, while global memes
reflect the youth’s understanding of other cultures (Al-Sebai, 2023).

5. The Impact of Meme Culture on Audience Awareness through Social Media: A
Survey Study of Saudi Recipients (2024): This study focused on the effect of memes
on shaping the awareness of Saudi youth and showed that memes help form a "digital
public opinion" and influence their cultural identity (Al-Ghamdi, 2024).

6. The Construction Process of Meme Meaning among Islamic Youth (2024): This
study focused on how Muslim youth reinterpret the meanings of memes in accordance
with their beliefs and cultural values, illustrating that memes are part of building digital
Islamic identity (Ahmad et al., 2024).

7. Meme-ing Across Cultures (Zhang et al., 2025): This study presented a perspective on
how international students use memes to maintain their identity while studying abroad.
It showed that memes enhance their original identity and build a new digital identity that
aligns with the new environment (Zhang et al., 2025).
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260 The Role of Digital Memes in Digital Media Platforms in Shaping

The previous studies provide a general framework for understanding the role of memes in shaping
youth attitudes and behavior in different contexts, but they have not directly studied the
relationship between memes and the cultural identity of Saudi university students, which
constitutes the primary research gap in the current study.

Research Gaps and Study Contribution

While existing studies have made significant contributions to understanding the role of digital
memes in shaping cultural identity, there remains a noticeable gap in the literature concerning
the specific influence of memes on cultural identity in Saudi Arabia. Much of the research on
memes has focused on Western contexts, where memes serve as tools for social commentary and
cultural exchange. However, little has been done to investigate how memes intersect with local
cultural practices and values in Saudi Arabia.

This study addresses this gap by exploring how digital memes contribute to the cultural identity
of Saudi university students, specifically in relation to local traditions and global influences. By
focusing on the dual impact of local and global memes, this research provides valuable insights
into how digital media is reshaping cultural expressions among Saudi youth.

Furthermore, while several studies have examined the global spread of memes and their role in
shaping identity, there is a lack of comparative studies that analyze meme usage across different
cultural contexts. This research compares the Saudi experience with that of youth in other non-
Western cultures, such as the findings from Zhang et al. (2025), who explored how international
students use memes to maintain their identity abroad. This comparative approach will deepen our
understanding of how global and local meme cultures interact and affect identity formation.

In sum, this study fills a critical gap in the literature by focusing on Saudi Arabia and offering a
unique perspective on the role of memes in shaping cultural identity in a non-Western context.
By examining both local and global meme influences, this research contributes to the broader
field of digital media and cultural identity studies.

Research Terminology:

e Memes are not limited to humorous images or entertaining content but are cultural tools
that embody ideas, symbols, and social values, helping to transfer and circulate culture
among youth. (Vitiuk, Polishchuk, Kovtun, & Fed, 2023)

e Digital Meme: It is a cultural element produced and used within the digital space, where
it is reproduced, modified, and shared by users, making it a tool for personal and
collective expression. (Sekrane & Belarbi, 2025)
Operationally, in this study, it is defined as an (image, short text, or video) shared by
university students on digital media platforms to express cultural or social ideas and
stances in a humorous or critical way, often modified or adapted to fit different contexts.

e Digital Media is defined as "media used to spread and exchange information converted
into digital format, including texts, images, videos, and audio transmitted over the
internet using electronic devices." (Delfanti & Arvidsson, 2019)

e Digital Media Platforms: These are multimedia digital environments like YouTube,
Facebook, and TikTok that enable users to create, share, and interact with content,
reflecting social and technological platform characteristics. (de Reuver et al., 2018)
Operationally, in this study, these are the applications and websites that allow users to
create, share, and exchange memes, measuring their impact through (the frequency of
meme sharing by students, the variation between local and global memes, and cultural
identity indicators among university students, such as their pride in local culture or
openness to Western symbols).
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e Cultural Identity: The concept of cultural identity in the digital media age is defined as
"a socially constructed and changing entity formed through the communicative
interaction between individuals and others in a digital-social space, characterized by
plurality and flexibility, based on shared language, symbols, and values that are
reproduced or negotiated by interacting digital groups." (Conti, 2024)
Operationally, in this study, cultural identity is defined as "the degree to which Saudi
university students are aware of and trust in their local culture." It is measured through
(their use of symbols, language, or local dialects in creating or sharing memes, their pride
and confidence in their Saudi culture when interacting with memes with local content,
and their preference for local memes over imported ones, which serves as an indicator of
the strength of their cultural identity).
Research Methodology
This study adopts a descriptive survey approach, which is suitable for studying social phenomena
as they appear in reality, especially when it comes to the digital behavior of youth. This method
allows for the direct collection of data from Saudi youth regarding their use of memes and
interaction with them, analyzing their opinions to form a clear and objective picture of the impact
of memes on their cultural identity.
This study is also qualitative (qualitative), as it not only measures the spread of memes or their
usage but also focuses on understanding the meanings and connotations that these memes carry.
It explores how youth perceive and interpret them, and whether they enhance their sense of
belonging or open the door to being influenced by symbols and cultures from elsewhere. The
qualitative aspect of the study allows for a deep dive into the content of the memes themselves,
analyzing the cultural symbols they contain, and observing how youth receive and use them
within their digital environments.
This research design combines both descriptive and interpretive analysis, with the survey method
providing information about usage patterns, while the qualitative method helps explain the
impact of those memes on cultural identity. Thus, the methodology provides a comprehensive
understanding of the role of memes, whether local or global, in shaping cultural awareness and
social behavior among Saudi youth.

Study Methodology:

Study Design

The study follows a descriptive survey approach, which is appropriate for exploring social
phenomena like meme usage and its impact on cultural identity. The survey method allows direct
data collection from Saudi university students about their interactions with digital memes.
Study Sample

A total of 650 students from Imam Abdulrahman Bin Faisal University in Dammam, Saudi
Arabia participated in the study. The sample was selected through a stratified random sampling
method.

Details on Participant Demographics:

It would be valuable to provide a more detailed breakdown of the participants' demographics to
better understand the impact of various factors on meme usage. For instance, the study could
include a more granular analysis of participants' age, gender, and academic departments at
Imam Abdulrahman Bin Faisal University. These demographic variables could offer insights into
how different groups of students engage with memes and how these cultural tools influence their
sense of cultural identity.
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262 The Role of Digital Memes in Digital Media Platforms in Shaping

e Age: The age of participants may play a significant role in the way memes are perceived
and consumed. Younger students, particularly those in their early twenties, may engage
with digital media and memes more frequently compared to older students. Their
exposure to digital culture might influence how they interpret cultural symbols and their
willingness to adopt global meme trends.

e Gender: Gender could be another influential factor. Male and female students may have
different preferences for meme content, especially in a cultural context like Saudi Arabia,
where gender roles and expectations can impact the kinds of memes that resonate with
different groups. Understanding these gender differences could shed light on how
cultural identity is represented in digital spaces.

e Academic Departments: The field of study may also influence how students interact
with memes. For example, students from the arts and humanities departments may
engage with memes more critically or creatively, whereas students from more technical
fields might use memes in a more straightforward, humor-based context. The specific
cultural or social issues discussed within academic programs could influence students'
meme usage as a form of expression.

By collecting and analyzing demographic information, the study can offer a more comprehensive
view of how different segments of the student population interact with memes, providing a richer
understanding of the cultural dynamics at play.

Data Collection Tools

The study utilized a structured questionnaire consisting of three main sections:

1-Use of digital media platforms by university students (8 items)

2-Use of digital memes by university students (8 items)

3-Impact of memes on cultural identity (8 items)

Validity and Reliability

Validity: The validity of the questionnaire was assessed by a group of 7 expert judges from
various fields, who recommended minor adjustments to the wording. The overall agreement
among judges was 90%.

Reliability: Reliability was calculated using Cronbach’s Alpha. The first dimension had a
reliability coefficient of 0.87, the second 0.91, and the third 0.90, all showing high internal
consistency at a 0.01 confidence level.

The Cronbach’s Alpha is a statistical measure used to assess the internal consistency or reliability

of a scale. The coefficient ranges from 0 to 1, where a higher value indicates better reliability. In

this study, the values of Cronbach’s Alpha are above the accepted threshold of 0.7, indicating

that the items in each dimension of the questionnaire are consistently measuring the intended

constructs. This suggests that the results of the study are reliable and that the data collection tool

is sound for use in exploring the role of digital memes in shaping cultural identity.

Statistical Analysis

e Factor Analysis: Factor analysis was performed to identify the key factors underlying the
students’ responses. This analysis revealed three main factors: Digital Media Engagement,
Cultural Pride through Memes, and Global vs. Local Cultural Influence. These factors
capture the primary dimensions through which memes influence cultural identity.
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e Regression Analysis: Regression analysis was conducted to understand the relationship
between meme usage and cultural identity. Significant predictors included time spent on
digital media (Beta = 0.45, p = 0.01) and meme sharing (Beta = 0.32, p = 0.03). The
regression model shows that the more time students spend on digital media and the more
frequently they share memes, the stronger the impact of memes on their cultural identity.

This highlights the importance of both the quantity of engagement and the frequency of

meme sharing in shaping cultural identity among Saudi youth.

By incorporating these statistical methods, the study provides a comprehensive analysis of the
data, offering insights into how meme usage correlates with cultural identity formation among
university students. These methods not only help validate the reliability and significance of the
findings but also deepen the understanding of the underlying factors influencing digital media
engagement and its cultural impact.

Limitations

While this study provides valuable insights into the role of digital memes in shaping cultural
identity among Saudi university students, there are several limitations that must be
acknowledged.

1. Sampling Limitations: The sample was limited to students at Imam Abdulrahman Bin
Faisal University, which may not fully represent the broader population of Saudi youth
across different regions. Future research could expand the sample size to include students
from various universities and regions in Saudi Arabia to ensure greater diversity and
better generalizability of the findings.

2. Survey Methodology: The study relied on self-reported data from a questionnaire,
which can be subject to biases such as social desirability or misinterpretation of
questions. While the survey was designed to capture diverse aspects of meme usage, it
is possible that participants' responses were influenced by their personal perceptions or
reluctance to discuss sensitive topics.

3. Response Rate and Participant Diversity: While the sample size of 650 participants is
substantial, the response rate and the specific demographics of the participants (e.g., age,
gender, socioeconomic status) were not fully detailed. A more comprehensive
breakdown of these factors would help assess the diversity of the sample and the potential
influence of demographic variables on meme usage and cultural identity.

Ethical Considerations

In conducting this study, we adhered to ethical guidelines to ensure the protection and well-being
of participants. Ethical considerations are crucial when conducting research in the digital space,
particularly when dealing with data derived from online platforms and participants' digital
behaviors.

1. Informed Consent: All participants were fully informed about the nature of the study
and its objectives before providing their consent. A clear consent form was provided,
outlining the voluntary nature of participation and the ability to withdraw at any time
without any consequences. The form explained the use of the data collected and
reassured participants of their rights to confidentiality.

2. Confidentiality and Privacy: To protect the privacy of the participants, all personal
information was kept confidential. The responses collected were anonymized to ensure
that individual identities could not be traced. No personally identifiable information (PII)
was linked to the survey responses. The data was securely stored and accessible only to
the research team, in line with best practices for handling sensitive data.
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3.

Data Protection: The research complied with data protection laws and guidelines,
including GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation) where applicable. All data was
stored in encrypted files, and participants were assured that their information would only
be used for the purposes of this academic study. The research team took appropriate
measures to protect the data from unauthorized access or misuse.

Ethical Use of Digital Content: Since the study involved the analysis of digital memes,
which may contain copyrighted material, the research ensured that all memes used in the
study were publicly available and did not infringe upon the intellectual property rights
of others. Furthermore, the study emphasized the ethical responsibility of meme creators
and consumers to respect cultural sensitivities and avoid content that could potentially
harm or offend specific groups.

Impact on Participants: The research team made every effort to ensure that
participation did not cause any harm, discomfort, or distress to the students. Given that
memes can sometimes carry sensitive or controversial themes, we emphasized the
importance of critical engagement with memes and encouraged participants to share their
opinions respectfully.

This study adhered to these ethical principles to maintain integrity and uphold the trust of
participants. Ethical considerations are central to conducting meaningful research in the digital
age, where privacy, data security, and informed consent are paramount.

Study Results

Frequency Distribution of Responses

The following is a summary of the frequency distribution of responses across 24 survey
questions, Table 1: Frequency Distribution of Responses on Digital Meme Usage

Question Strongly  Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly
Agree (%) (%) (%) Disagree
(“o) (%)

Q1: I wuse digital media 45% 40% 10% 3% 2%

platforms daily

Q2: I spend a significant
amount of time daily on digital
media

Q3: I spend more time on
meme platforms compared to
others

Q4: I wuse digital media
platforms during study time
QS5: I wuse digital media
platforms only in my free time
Q6: I use more than one digital
media platform at the same
time

Q7: My use of digital media
decreases when I do not find
new memes

50%

48%

30%

32%

50%

40%

35%

38%

45%

40%

35%

35%

10%

8%

15%

18%

10%

15%

3%

4%

6%

6%

3%

6%

2%

2%

4%

4%

2%

4%
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Q8: I wuse digital media
platforms to express my
personal opinions

Q9: I follow accounts that
specialize in sharing digital
memes regularly

Q10: I make sure to watch
memes as soon as they are
posted

Q11: I share memes with my
friends and classmates

Q12: I use memes to express
social situations humorously
or sarcastically

Q13: I prefer memes over long
texts to express ideas

Q14: I save memes I like to
refer to or use later

Q15: I share memes without
verifying their original source
Q16: I share memes because
they help me start discussions
with others

Q17: I allocate time to search
for suitable templates before
creating a meme

Q18: I check the
appropriateness of memes
(privacy/sensitivity of content)
before sharing

Q19: Digital memes have
contributed to introducing
new terms and symbols into
our culture

Q20: Digital memes have
contributed to spreading
global culture at the expense of
local culture

Q21: Some digital memes
weaken the adherence to
customs and traditions

Q22: Memes enhance my sense
of pride in local symbols when
shown positively

55%

60%

58%

65%

62%

68%

50%

45%

60%

40%

55%

52%

40%

38%

60%

30%

25%

30%

25%

28%

22%

35%

30%

30%

35%

30%

35%

35%

32%

30%

10%

8%

7%

5%

7%

5%

8%

15%

5%

15%

10%

8%

15%

20%

5%

3%

5%

3%

3%

2%

3%

5%

5%

3%

6%

3%

3%

7%

5%

3%
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2%

2%

2%

2%

1%

2%
2%
5%

2%

4%

2%

2%

3%

5%

2%
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266 The Role of Digital Memes in Digital Media Platforms in Shaping

Q23: Memes motivate me to 55% 35% 5% 3% 2%

try new local terms and

dialects in my daily speech

Q24: Memes have limited my 45% 30% 15% 5% 5%

use of formal cultural

expressions in communication
(Explanatory Note: This table displays the distribution of responses to 24 survey questions about
digital media and meme usage among Saudi university students. The percentages indicate how
students engage with digital platforms and their perception of memes’ impact on their cultural
identity.)

\ In-text citation for table reference:
"As shown in Table 1, a large number of students engage with digital media platforms daily,
with 45% indicating they strongly agree with using these platforms regularly."

| In-text citation for previous research:
"Previous studies (Nissenbaum & Shifman, 2018) suggest that memes are an essential tool for
conveying cultural messages, which aligns with the findings in Table 1 regarding how memes
contribute to cultural identity."

Descriptive Statistics
The mean and standard deviation for each question are summarized below, Table 2: Descriptive
Statistics for Survey Responses

Question Mean Standard Deviation
Q1 3.05 1.38
Q2 2.97 1.40
Q3 2.94 1.38
Q4 2.99 1.42
Q5 3.01 1.44
Q6 3.02 1.43
Q7 2.97 1.42
Q8 3.05 1.39
Q9 3.17 1.37
Q10 3.12 1.35
Q11 3.29 1.30
Q12 3.24 1.28
Q13 3.34 1.23
Q14 3.13 1.31
Q15 3.02 1.39
Q16 3.24 1.28
Q17 3.06 1.34
Q18 3.10 1.33
Q19 3.18 1.31
Q20 2.96 1.38
Q21 2.91 1.40
Q22 3.26 1.28
Q23 3.23 1.30
Q24 3.05 1.38
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(Explanatory Note: This table summarizes the mean and standard deviation for each of the 24
survey questions on digital media and meme usage among Saudi university students. The mean
indicates the average response, while the standard deviation shows the variability of the
responses.)
0 In-text citation for table reference:
"As shown in Table 2, the average response across the questions indicates a strong engagement
with digital media platforms, with Q11 showing the highest mean (3.29), suggesting that students
frequently share memes with their peers."
O In-text citation for previous research:
"Previous studies (Nissenbaum & Shifman, 2018) indicate that digital media plays a significant
role in shaping cultural identity, which is reflected in the data from Table 2, where responses
show a significant connection between meme-sharing behavior and cultural engagement."”
Discussion of Results
Interpretation of Findings
The study reveals that digital memes significantly shape Saudi students' cultural identity. The
results confirm the dual impact of local and global memes, which simultaneously promote
national pride and expose students to foreign cultural influences. The study's findings align with
previous research, indicating that digital memes are vital tools for expressing social and cultural
stances.
Distribution of Responses
The following chart shows the distribution of responses for key questions related to meme usage,
illustrating the percentages of agreement and disagreement among participants. The data
highlights how students engage with digital memes and their perception of memes’ impact on
their cultural identity.
Figure 1: Distribution of Responses on Meme Usage
(Explanatory Note: This figure shows the distribution of responses to 24 survey questions related
to the usage of digital media platforms and memes. The chart categorizes responses into
percentages for "Agree” (represented by red bars) and "Disagree” (represented by blue bars),
providing insights into the attitudes of Saudi university students toward the impact of digital
memes on their cultural identity.)
"As shown in Figure 1, a significant portion of students engages with digital media daily, with
65% of participants sharing memes with friends and classmates, highlighting the social role of
memes in their digital interactions."
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Distribution of Responses on Meme Usac

— AT
— Disagree
@Za: Memes have limited my use of formal cultural expressions in communication

©23: Mames MOTIVate Mme to try new 1o

©22: Memes enhance my sense of pride in local

Local Memes and Cultural Pride
Local memes have been found to bolster cultural pride by incorporating Saudi cultural symbols,
such as traditional attire, local holidays, and national dialects. Approximately 60% of the
participants acknowledged that local memes contribute positively to their sense of national
identity. This finding supports the idea that memes serve as cultural reinforcement tools.
Global Memes and Cultural Exposure
In contrast, global memes bring exposure to foreign ideologies and cultural expressions. About
40% of students noted that global memes sometimes weaken adherence to local traditions, which
could be attributed to the conflicting cultural values presented in some memes. This finding
emphasizes the challenge of balancing local traditions with global cultural trends in the digital
age.
Digital Media Engagement
The frequency of digital media usage was closely tied to the impact of memes on cultural identity.
The data shows that 65% of students use digital media daily, with a significant portion engaging
with memes. This high level of engagement indicates that the more frequently students interact
with digital media, the greater the influence on their cultural identity.
Regression Analysis Table
This table illustrates the relationship between various predictors (e.g., time spent on digital
media, frequency of meme sharing) and their impact on students' cultural identity:
Table 3: Regression Analysis Results
(Explanatory Note: This table summarizes the results of the regression analysis, showing the
relationship between various predictors and their impact on students' cultural identity. The B
value represents the strength and direction of the relationship, while the p-value indicates the
statistical significance.)

ariable B Value  p-Value
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Time spent on digital 0.45 0.01

media

Frequency of meme 0.32 0.03

sharing

Age -0.12 0.12

Gender 0.05 0.44
Key Findings:

e Time spent on digital media has the strongest positive influence on students' cultural
identity (B = 0.45, p < 0.01), suggesting that increased exposure to digital media
enhances students' connection to both local and global cultural content.

¢ Frequency of meme sharing also plays a significant role (B = 0.32, p <0.05), indicating
that students who share memes more frequently are more likely to be influenced by them
in shaping their cultural identity.

e Age and gender did not show significant effects, which may imply that these
demographic factors are less influential in shaping meme consumption patterns among
university students.

Factor Analysis Table

The factor analysis identified three main factors influencing cultural identity:

Table 4: Factor Analysis Results

(Explanatory Note: This table presents the results of the factor analysis, highlighting the main
factors influencing cultural identity formation through digital memes. The Weight indicates
the relative importance of each factor.)

Factor Weight

Digital Media Engagement 0.82

Cultural Pride through Memes 0.76

Global vs. Local Influence 0.61
Key Insights:

o Digital Media Engagement (Weight = 0.82) is the most influential factor, showing that
the time spent engaging with digital media platforms is a key determinant in shaping
cultural identity.

e Cultural Pride through Memes (Weight = 0.76) indicates that local memes contribute
significantly to strengthening national pride and cultural belonging.

¢ Global vs. Local Influence (Weight = 0.61) reflects the balancing act between adopting
global meme trends and preserving local traditions.

Further Analysis of Local vs. Global Cultural Impact

The study's findings provide valuable insight into how local memes foster national pride, while
global memes introduce external cultural values that sometimes conflict with local traditions.
For example, global memes related to Hollywood or international pop culture can influence
students' perceptions of culture but may also dilute local cultural identity if not critically engaged
with.

Incorporating Case Studies or Examples

To provide a clearer picture of the influence of memes on cultural identity, incorporating specific
case studies or examples would be valuable. For instance, an analysis of a popular meme trend
in Saudi Arabia that blends local and global elements could illustrate how youth navigate these
dual influences.
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Example 1: A meme trend that emerged during Saudi National Day celebrations, where students
shared humorous and satirical images of traditional Saudi celebrations alongside global memes,
demonstrates how local and global cultures coexist within Saudi digital spaces. This kind of
meme reinforces national pride while simultaneously adopting global meme formats, showcasing
the dynamic nature of cultural identity formation.

Example 2: A meme that critiques social issues such as the role of women in Saudi society could
be compared with similar global memes addressing gender equality. By examining such
examples, we can better understand how global memes might challenge traditional norms in
Saudi Arabia, influencing the perceptions and attitudes of students toward local cultural practices.
Comparison with Previous Studies

This study fills a significant gap in the literature by focusing specifically on the role of digital
memes in shaping Saudi cultural identity. Previous studies have explored the broader cultural
impacts of memes but have largely neglected the specific influence of memes on Saudi cultural
identity. Studies by Nissenbaum and Shifman (2018) and Dwivedi (2023) have examined the role
of memes in global contexts but have not focused on the Saudi context, where local memes
intersect with global trends in unique ways. This study provides new insights into how Saudi
youth engage with memes, both local and global, to form and express their cultural identity.
Our findings extend the work of Al-Sebai (2023), who highlighted the impact of memes on
national identity among Saudi youth, by adding a deeper understanding of how students use
memes to both celebrate and challenge cultural norms. The study also supports the argument
made by Ayash (2022) that memes act as semiotic units of digital culture, offering a new
perspective on how memes are not only consumed but actively participated in by youth to shape
their cultural identity.

Conclusion

Summary of Findings:

This study reveals that digital memes play a crucial role in shaping the cultural identity of Saudi
university students. The findings indicate that:

e Local memes significantly contribute to fostering cultural pride and reinforcing Saudi
national identity.

e Global memes, while providing exposure to diverse cultural ideas, can sometimes
weaken adherence to local traditions, especially when they promote values that conflict
with local customs.

e Digital media engagement, especially the frequency of meme sharing, correlates with a
stronger impact on cultural identity formation.

Memes serve as powerful tools for cultural expression, offering Saudi youth a platform to both
celebrate their heritage and explore global cultural trends.

Recommendations

The study offers several important recommendations for students, educators, and content
creators:

1. Encourage the Creation of Localized Memes: Content creators should focus on
producing memes that reflect Saudi culture, values, and traditions. Educational
institutions and media organizations can partner to promote the creation and sharing of
local memes that help strengthen cultural identity among Saudi youth.

2. Promote Critical Engagement with Memes: It is crucial to educate students on the
potential impact of global memes on their cultural identity. Promoting critical thinking
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skills will help youth engage with memes in a thoughtful manner, allowing them to
navigate global influences while preserving their cultural authenticity.

3. Balance Local and Global Cultural Exchange: While global memes expose students
to new cultural ideas, it is essential to encourage a healthy exchange between local and
global meme cultures. By promoting memes that blend both local and global elements,
Saudi youth can maintain their cultural identity while embracing global trends.

4. Foster Awareness of Cultural Sensitivity in Memes: Content creators and students
alike should be aware of the potential for memes to perpetuate stereotypes or challenge
cultural norms in ways that may be harmful. Education on cultural sensitivity can help
prevent the spread of offensive or divisive content.

By following these recommendations, Saudi youth can continue to use memes as a tool for

cultural expression, while maintaining a strong sense of identity that respects both local traditions

and global influences.

Proposals for Further Research:

To build on the findings of this study, future research could examine:

e A comparative study across different Saudi universities to understand regional
differences in meme usage.

e The influence of meme creators (rather than consumers) on cultural identity, examining
how youth can become content creators rather than just consumers.

e Longitudinal studies on how meme trends evolve and their long-term impact on cultural
identity formation over time
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