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Abstract

This study aims to examine the documents of Eastern Jordan during the Ottoman era (1516-1918), relying on the records of
Jerusalem Sharia Court preserved at the Center for Documents, Manuscripts, and Studies of Bilad Al-Sham at the University of
Jordan. These records are analyzed and scrutinized as new sources of information to provide insights into the historical realities of
the study area based on the documents contained within these records. The researcher adopted the descriptive historical-analytical
method, conducting a comprehensive review and survey of 416 Sharia court records, comprising approximately 170,000 pages and
containing around 800,000 documents. These documents were meticulously examined one by one over the years of research and
follow-up. The study analyzes the records geographically and administratively, exploring their insights into the population and their
social life, including professions, intermarriage, marriage, divorce, khul* (a form of divorce initiated by the wife), guardianship,
alimony, inheritance, and the negative aspects of their daily life. Moreover, the research examines various aspects of their activities
and relationships, such as land and agriculture, leasing (Ejarah), endowments (Awqaf), debts and loans, legal claims and powers
of attorney, as well as their commercial transactions recorded in sales and purchase contracts. The study confirms the significance
of Jerusalem Sharia Court records in highlighting the strategic and geographical importance of Eastern Jordan due to its role as a
passage for trade and pilgrimage caravans connecting the Ottoman Empire to Hijaz. The study also reveals the state's efforts to
ensure security and protection for these routes, as well as for its fortresses and garrisons. In addition, the study highlights the
security disturbances caused by Bedouin tribes, including acts of looting and banditry, which made the region a refuge for outlaws
and rebels. However, over time, these tribes played an important key role in securing and supplying the caravans, contributing to a
vibrant social and economic environment, demonstrating that the study area was flourishing and active. The study emphasizes the
need to raise awareness among researchers, historians, and scholars about the importance of Jerusalem Sharia Court records, as
well as the Palestinian court records in general and other related archives, such as Damascus Sharia Court records. It recommends
directing in-depth qualitative research toward studying the conditions, significance, and historical status of Eastern Jordan.

Keywords: Documents of Eastern Jordan, Bedouins, Jerusalem Sharia Court records, Ottoman Empire.

Abbreviations and Clarifications:S: Jerusalem Sharia Court Record, H: Hujja (Document), Hj: Hijri (Islamic calendar), M:
Gregorian (Christian calendar), P: Page, V: Volume, I: Issue, Q: Section — Century.

Introduction

This study primarily relies on the records of Jerusalem Sharia Court. The earliest preserved
record in these archivesdates back to the year 935 AH (1529 CE). Therefore, the significance of
these records lies in their uniqueness, authenticity, and the valuable information they contain,
which is not available in other historical books and sources. Moreover, these documents provide
insight into the social and economic life of the population, as well as their overall activities and
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1246 Documents of Eastern Jordan During the Ottoman Era: New Findings

engagements. It is worth noting that Jerusalem Sharia Court held the third-highest rank in the
Ottoman Empire after the courts of Bursa and Kayseri, primarily due to Jerusalem’s importance,
its extensive connections, and its special place in the hearts of its inhabitants.

In the course of this research paper, approximately 600 documents related to Eastern Jordan
during the Ottoman period were tracked and collected. Upon closer examination, it was found
that some documents were repetitive, while others were excluded due to their lack of
significance, superficial information, multiple mentions of witnesses, guardians in matters of
expenses and custody, or repetitive family names, as well as similar professions and roles, among
other reasons. Furthermore, in some cases, a single document was utilized more than once.
Consequently, around 400 documents were processed, with some being fully utilized, while the
rest were organized into tables under specialized headings to facilitate easier reference and
incorporation into the study, thus ultimately shaping the study in the way dictated by these
documents.

The records and documents were written using ink that varied between dark and light black.
Regarding the scripts, they were a blend of various well-known styles, most notably: Al-Siyaqah
and Al-Qirmah Mamluk scripts, as well as the Nassikh and Ruq’ah Ottoman scripts, commonly
used in Ottoman court records. Undoubtedly, this diversity in writing styles requires practice
and familiarity for reading. Additionally, it was also observed that there was variation in the
scripts and handwriting due to the different writers (see: examples of documents appended to
the study).

Regarding document length, it was noted that the shortest document was written in a single line
(S15, H3, p. 209), while the longest document spanned two pages (S258, H1, pp. 40-41).
Moreover, several documentsthe Ottoman language were found within the records, despite the
difficulty in reading their handwriting (S16, H2, p. 576; S71, H1, p. 36; S200, H1, p. 226). Some
of these contained words in the local dialect, reflecting the diversity of the document writers.
For further references, samples of these documents are provided in the appendices of the study,
and the researcher translated them into Arabic.

In addition to Jerusalem Sharia Court records, the study also relies, to a lesser extent, on
documents from the Ottoman archive in Istanbul, Turkey. The researcher benefited from these
documents during a visit to the archive, where relevant documents were accessed and translated.
Additionally, the study makes use of the Al-Tapur, AI-Mufassal registers, the Ottoman Salnameh,
as well as other sources and references.

In accordance with the publication guidelines of the journal, the researcher has made numerous
references to the attached tables in the study for documentation purposes. This was done due to
the overlap and abundance of information, in order to avoid overloading the footnotes with
citations.

First: The Strategic and Geographical Importance of the Study Area

The term "Eastern Jordan" was first coined during the Crusades, nearly eight centuries ago,
during the campaigns of the Frankish wars against the Levant and Egypt (Al-Souri, History, Vol.
1, p. 407). Among the various names used to describe this region, it is the most commonly used
designation for the study area among several other names, and it persisted until the end of the
Ottoman rule and beyond.

Geographically, the study area includes the southern part of historic Syria, located east of the
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Jordan River, or what later came to be known as the "Eastern Lands" in Ottoman documents.
Specifically, it stretches from the Yarmouk River in the north, beginning with Ajloun district
and its four surrounding sub-districts: (Bani Kynanah, Bani Juhma, Bani Al-Asir, and Bani
Atiyah) that collectively formed Al-Karak district at the end of the Mamluk period and the
beginning of the Ottoman era. At that time, Ajloun district was subordinate to Hauran and its
southern borders, extending to Damascus at the beginning of the 16th century (S17, H2, p. 366;
Salnameh, Daf’ah 14, pp. 325-326; Al-Bakhit, District, pp. 3, 19).

Furthermore, to the east, the area extends from the Eastern Desert to Wadi Araba and the Dead
Sea, reaching the western parts, which were divided between Ajloun district to the north and Al-
Balqa region from the Shari'a River (Jordan). This division is evident in the documents, with a
shift towards the east, along with areas extending west and south, such as Madaba, Al-Karak,
Al-Tafila, Ma'an, and Al-Shawbak. Notably, the significance of these regions—Ajloun and Al-
Balga—lies in their being considered a single administrative unit (Abu Al-Shaar, History, pp.
11-14; See: what the document tables included in the appendices indicate).

However, these geographical borders were not stable (Salnameh, 1880, pp. 240-241; Al-
Qalqgashandi, vol. 4, p. 163), primarily due to their close connection during the Ottoman period
with frequent changes in administrative divisions, population statistics, taxes, endowments, and
land grants assigned to the Ottoman Sultan, local leaders, and the Timariots from the regions of
Eastern Jordan. This is especially true for the endowments associated with the two holy mosques
(Jerusalem and Hebron) (S. 2, H. 3, p. 375; Al-Qalqashandi, vol. 4, p. 103, Rafiq, Bilad al-Sham,
p- 125), Moreover, the availability of Ottoman land registers coinciding with the documents
from the 16th century. In addition, Ottoman archive documents contain rich historical
information about farms, lands, their endowments, crops, revenues, and owners of populated
villages (S. 20, p. 307; S. 56, H. 4, p. 655; Al-Bakheitand Al-Hamoud, Detailed Register of the
District, pp. 9-12). This information closely aligned with the details provided in the records of
Jerusalem Shari'a Court, further enhancing the depth and specificity of their descriptions (S. 2,
H. 3, p. 375;S. 32, H. 10, p. 5).

The strategic and geographical significance of the study area arises from several key factors.
Most notably, it serves as a crucial transportation hub and a crossing point for land trade caravans
between Syria and the Ottoman Empire in the north, and Hijaz and other regions of the Arabian
Peninsula in the south. Additionally, it also serves as a route for trade coming from China, India,
and Yemen through the Red Sea to the port of Aqaba (Aylat), from where it is transported to the
Ottoman Empire via Syria, and to Europe through the ports of Palestine. Furthermore, the
religion maintained important connections to Egypt and the Maghreb (Bani Younis, Qafilah, p.
19).

The study area also serves as a key passage and meeting point for the "Shami Hajj Caravan,"
which transports pilgrims from the Ottoman Empire, Syria, Iraq, and Central Asia, as well as the
"Egyptian Hajj Caravan" coming from Egypt and the Maghreb via Sina to the Aqaba outlet
leading to the Hijaz (previous reference, p. 20-21).

In addition to these functions, the relationship between the Ottoman Empire and the Bedouin
tribes in the region was complex, fluctuating between diplomatic appeasement and strategic
conciliation in order to ensure the safety, protection, and security of the Hajj caravans, which
held political and religious significance for the Ottoman Empire due to their connection to the
idea of preserving the prestige of the state (Abu al-Shaar, History, p. 260-264). This concern for
security was further reinforced by the establishment of the Hejaz Railway line (1900-1908).
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Second: The Administrative Division of the Study Area

The administrative divisions between Eastern Jordan and Palestine in the early Ottoman period
(1516-1551) were characterized by overlap, complexity, and instability. The first reference to
the administrative divisions of Greater Syria dates back to 1522, including the study area (Bayat,
The Ottoman Empire, p. 161). This was due to the Ottoman Empire's efforts to consolidate its
rule and impose a new reality, particularly in the regions of Al-Karak and Al-Shawbak following
tribal revolts there. The Empire sought to assert its authority and administratively organize the
region in 959 AH/1552 CE (S14, H1, p. 56; Mwhimah, 888, A82), as the Emir of the Sanjak
(district) of Salt—Ajloun requested the state to expedite the construction of fortresses and
stations in Ajloun and other regions to deter "the rogue Bedouins" and ensure security and order
to protect the pilgrims and merchants. The state appointed the Al-Ghazzawi family as emirs of
pilgrimage and as emirs of Ajloun and Al-Karak (Mwhimah 3, p. 423, Hwkim 1294; Mission 7,
p. 5, Hwkim 29; Mwhimah 10, p. 348; Al-Hamoud, Al-Askar, p. 53-54, 102).

It is noteworthy that the Ottoman Empire occasionally merged multiple districts of Palestine and
Jordan under the leadership of a single emir. In 1570, Qansuh bin Musa'ad al-Ghazzawi was
appointed for a 15-year term, and in 1579, the state entrusted him with the protection of the
districts of Gaza, Nablus, and Jerusalem (Rafiq, Bilad al-Sham, pp. 161-165; Heyd, Ottoman, p.
75). Additionally, the state would sometimes request that some of the governors of Palestine
investigate events occurring in the East (Manaa, History of Palestine, pp. 144-143).

During the reign of Prince Muhammad bin Farukh (1622-1639), who served as the leader of the
Syrian pilgrimage caravan for nearly 18 years, the state granted him control over Al-Karak
Castle. As a result, he established alliances with tribes and was able to bring them under his
influence, a situation that continued through the reigns of his sons, (Ali and Assaf), until the
third quarter of the 17th century (Oppenheim, The Bedouins, Vol. 2, pp. 84-90; pp. 155-156).

Subsequently, the involvement of the Pashawat (governors of the regions) in the rebellious areas
at the end of the 17th century was likely aimed at tightening their control over security. In this
context, administrative changes began to occur in the districts and sub-districts of some areas,
with increased emphasis on the role of castles and stations to curb the transgressions of the
Bedouins (Mwhimat 64, p. 156, Hwikm 404). Moreover, the intervention of the Palestinian
governors in the affairs of Eastern Jordan was not limited to this; some of them received land,
villages, and farms as grants in Eastern Jordan (Al-Bukhit and Al-Hamoud, Daftar Mufassal, p.
58-69; Al-Bukhit and Al-Hamoud, Daftar Mufassal, Liwaa, p. 148-159).

Following the incident during the Hajj season of 1757-1758, in which most of the pilgrims in
the caravan were killed and their wealth looted while returning from Mecca, and after the
departure of Egyptian rule from the region at the beginning of the 19th century, the Ottomans
reassessed their administrative arrangements. Consequently, they worked on maintaining the
roads and castles and allocated salaries to some tribal leaders (Bani Younis, Kafyilah, p. 98-
100).

Furthermore, the administrative situation in Jordan and Palestine was characterized by
continuous change and transformation, starting from the second half of the 19th century with the
beginning of the Ottoman Tanzimat, the (Ottoman reforms). The two regions were incorporated
into a single administrative unit, and between 1865-1868, they were part of the Syrian Province
(Sham). During this period, Eastern Jordan was divided between Al-Balqa and Hauran districts,
while Palestine was divided into the districts of Acre and Jerusalem (Awad, Administration, p.
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80; Shaqirat, History, p. 50, 157, 158). In 1868, the Ottoman state established Al-Balqa district,
thus dividing Eastern Jordan between Al-Balga and Ajloun districts, both of which fell under
the Syrian Province (Salnameh, State 1285 AH/1868, p. 185, 186; Salnameh, Wilayah 1285
AH/1868, p. 59, 30-77).

In 1870, the Ottoman state established Ma'an district as part of Al-Balqa district, with its center
in Nablus. Later, in 1879, Ma'an was incorporated into the Syrian Province. As a result, Al-
Balqa district included Nablus as its center, along with the districts of Baysan, Al-Salt, Ajloun,
Ma'an, and Al-Karak (Salnameh, Syrian Wilayah 1288 AH/1871, p. 88-91, 275-278; Shaqirat,
History, p. 158, 159). This administrative division remained unchanged until 1887, when Al-
Balga district became independent from the Nablus district, which was attached to the Beirut
Province. Subsequently, in 1898, Al-Balqa was made a district subordinate to Al-Karak, and
both districts remained part of the Syrian Province until the Ottoman departure from the region
in 1918 (Al-Bakhit, Ma'an and its Surroundings, p. 39).

Overall, we can say that the instability of the geography and the ambiguity of the boundary lines
stemmed from administrative changes. In particular, the dominance of the Bedouins over the
studied region led to a state of chaos that prevailed during the study period. This state of disorder
was accompanied by poor economic conditions, including assaults and looting of properties, as
well as the loss of security on the routes of Al-Sham, Gaza, and Egyptian pilgrim caravans, along
with the travelers, newcomers, and residents from various social groups, as indicated by the
documents.

Moreover, the documents related to the studied region are filled with references to the
administrative dependencies of many villages, towns, and their localities, detailing their
divisions into districts, subdistricts, and regions (see: attached table documents). Notably, these
areas were in ruins and this situation has persisted to the present day. Perhaps this security
instability made the administrative system a central point for building its institutions, particularly
security institutions, in an attempt toassert control over the new situation. Accordingly, this led
to a blending of security, administrative, and even economic functions, which were not at the
same level and were not stable in their provinces, districts, and subdistricts in general.
Ultimately, this instability resulted from the fragmentation, annexation, and allocation of areas
due to reasons related to the feudal system and taxes to manage the state's affairs, causing
confusion for anyone attempting to track the administrative structure and its divisions.

Third: Population and Social Life

A portion of the people from Eastern Jordan lived in their cities and villages, both Muslims and
Christians. Meanwhile, another portion settled and established themselves along the road to
Jerusalem due to its significance. They worked there, married local women of their own
communities, and some also settled in Nablus, Hebron, and other nearby areas due to
geographical proximity and established connections. Significantly, most of the issues, details of
life, and various activities such as buying, selling, and legal claims of the people of Eastern
Jordan were recorded in the Sharia court of Jerusalem, primarily because there were no courts
in their regions from the early Ottoman period until the last decade of the 19th century and the
beginning of the 20th century. This changed during the last three decades of the Ottoman era,
especially when Sharia court of Al-Salt was established in 1880, as indicated by the documents.
(For more, see the attached study appendices).

Moreover, the attached documents in the study refer to them by their family names, tribes,
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villages, cities, religions, sects, or professions, such as: Bani Sakhr/Al-Sakhwr, Al-
Hmaideh/Bani Hmaidah, Al-‘Adwan, ‘Abad, Bani Klab (Al-Klabneh), Al-Mishalakhah, Al-
Sardiyah, Al-Salti/Al-Sulten, Al-Ajlouni, Al-Samadi, Al-Charkasi/Al-Jarkasi, Al-Rabdi/Al-
Rabdh - Ajloun, Al-Karky/Al-Karak, Al-Ramthawi/Al-Ramtha, Al-Irbidawi/Irbid, Al-
Madbaawi/Madaba, Al-Jarashi/Jarash, Al-Tufayli/Al-Tufila, Al-Ma‘aniyah/Al-Ma’an, Al-
Shoubki/Al-Shoubak, Muslim, Christian, Frankish, Al-Mi‘mar Bashi, Al-‘Atal, Al-Qattan, etc.
(For more, see the tables attached in the appendices).

In addition, the documents also refer to the private: religious figures, scholars, their titles and
nicknames, military men, leaders, and their ranks in Eastern Jordan. It also refers to the general
public, such as employees in the endowment administration, collectors, and their roles, common
soldiers in the castles like Janissaries (Inkishariyh) and Sipahis (Spahiyah) as well as ordinary
merchants, farmers, the poor, slaves, concubines, servants, and gypsies (S407, HS, p. 42). (For
more, see the tables in the study’s attached appendices).

The people of Eastern Jordan lived in their cities and villages, as indicated by the documents
(for more details about the cities, villages, and neighborhoods, see the tables of the attached
documents). In addition to this, they also settled and established themselves inside and outside
of Jerusalem, in various places within its villages, neighborhoods, and alleys, such as: Al-Sharaf
neighborhood, Bani Zaid quarter, the Christian quarter, Bab Al-Amoud, the Masharqa
neighborhood, the Zugqaq al-Edaamin Al-Alarbdiyah corner, Al-Masha'liyya neighborhood, Al-
Dawayeh neighborhood, Souq al-Qattanin, Bab Hutta, and the Zura'na quarter. Likewise, the the
villages of Jerusalem, such as: Tuqu', Bethlehem, al-Azariya, Jifna, KuffrNi'ma, and al-Sarara.
Some purchased land and orchards outside the villages, in areas like Al-Buq'a and Aqabat al-
Dhabhiriya. Furthermore, a few had alleys named after them, such as Zuqagq al-‘Ajlouni, and some
had neighborhoods named after them, such as the Saltis/Salti neighborhood. Additionally, some
settled in Nablus, Hebron, and elsewhere (see the documents of the places and neighborhoods
where the people of Eastern Jordan lived, attached to the study). Not to mention those from
Eastern Jordan who resided in their Bedouin areas, cities, villages, and neighborhoods, from the
Arab tribes, clans, and families highlighted in the documents, as well as those who lived in
Jerusalem, Hebron, Nablus, especially in the study area, and owned property in Al-Salt, Al-
Karak, the Jordan Valley, and other locations (Oppenheim, The Bedouins, Vol. 2, p. 124, p. 197,
Burckhardt, Travels, p. 207; Nufan, Amman, p. 182, 177).

The documents also mention a number of people from the cities of Palestine who held religious
roles—such as imams, preachers, and muezzins—in mosques and churches in Eastern Jordan.
One notable example, Salim Al-Takroori, originally from Nablus and residing in Al-Salt, worked
as a muezzin in the old mosque in Salt in 1330 AH / 1911 CE, after Sharif Abdul Qader al-
Sakhtyan from Nablus was removed from his position (S407, H2, p. 166). Additionally, some
Palestinian families from Jerusalem, Nablus, and Hebron worked in agriculture in Eastern
Jordan, though on a small scale, in areas such as Al-Salt, Madaba, and Al-Karak, as indicated
by the documents (for more details, see the attached study appendices).

In Eastern Jordan, several financial, administrative, religious, and military positions were found.
Among the most prominent financial and administrative positions were the Sanjak (district or
province), which was governed by an Emir of the province, serving as the highest authority in
the region, such as in Al-Karak, Al-Shoubak, and Ajloun. Below the Emir was the Dftardar,
who was responsible for overseeing the finances and accounts of the province, managed from
Damascus. The Dftardar was tasked with organizing the revenues and expenses of the province
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without consulting the governor, similar to the role of a modern-day finance minister (see the
attached document tables; Sami, Dictionary, p. 611-612). Religious positions were held by
scholars and Shari'a judges in Al-Karak, Al-Shoubak, and Ajloun. The military positions
included the fortresses in Al-Karak, Al-Shoubak, Ajloun, and Al-Salt, which were used to
protect and monitor the roads from encroachments and served as advanced defense points for
the cities. The head of each fortress was a ruler called a Dizdar, in addition to the presence of
Katkhuda(assistant to him), and military ranks such as Al- Mustahfizin, Al-Jawishiya, Al-
Sibahiya, Al-BlukPashiah, Al-Yenkjeri, Al-Inkishariyah, Al-Subashiah, and other staff, including
doormen, servants, and others (see: Document table of positions and what many documents in
the attached tables reveal).

The people of Eastern Jordan worked in several jobs and professions in Jerusalem, including:
the position of Al-Wazna (weight),distributing sections of the Quran during reading) at the
Maimoniyya School in Jerusalem, the position of Al-Asass (night watchmen responsible for
maintaining security during the night), and various roles related to the care and trade of horses,
donkeys, and camels, which had ancient customary revenues tied to the 4/-Asass, in specific
markets. Other duties included the opening of the city gate from the direction of Bab al-Asbat,
serving as muezzins at the Noble Rock, at the minaret of Bab al-Gawanmeh, and at Al-Agsa
Mosque, reading portions of the Quran in the Blessed Quarter, assisting in the Khilili presence,
and performing the call to prayer at theSilsalh Minaret. There were also roles like lighting lamps
in Al-Agsa Mosque, sifting rice at Al-Amara Al-Amira/ Khuski Sultan (a charity that distributes
food for free), serving the Al-Agsa Mosque, reading sections at the Qadiriya School, calling the
adhan (prayer call) at the Al-Agsa Mosque, and distributing parts of the Quran at the Noble
Rock. Some of these positions were associated with daily financial stipends for the work
performed, as indicated in the attached documents (see: Job document table and miscellaneous
document table attached to the study).

Since the 0™ century AH/ 15™ century AD, Palestine and Eastern Jordan have formed a natural
and interconnected unit, with enduring ties between the people of both regions.These
connections, whether through kinship, intermarriage, trade, or other relationships, remained
strong throughout various historical periods, including before, during, and after World War 1.
One key aspect of these connections was the mutual exchange of power of attorney
arrangements, which facilitated various transactions and legal matters, as both regions were part
of a unified area, separated only by the Jordan River. (Regarding the details on the mutual power
of attorney arrangements, see: S37, H3, p. 40; S370, H1, p. 11; S382, H2, pp. 121-122; S396,
H2, p. 47; S405, H1-H2, pp. 234-235, p. 29. For further information, refer to the table of
miscellaneous documents and their details).

In terms of social life, the documents highlight the importance of marriage alliances, which are
followed by documents of marriage contracts, divorce, khul‘ (divorce by mutual consent,
guardianship, alimony, and inheritance. The marriage contracts for the people of Eastern Jordan
in Jerusalem revealed that most of the marriages were within their community, and there were
contracts indicating marriages with people from Jerusalem, Nablus, and Hebron. Islamic judges
and their deputies reviewed these marriage contracts, which were drawn up in the presence of
the couple's family members and guardians, as well as witnesses. The study references 57
contracts, showing details about the dowry, both the immediate and deferred portions, and any
associated conditions. It was observed that there were variations in the amount of the dowry
from one contract to another, which reflects the social and economic disparity among the couples
and their status. Couples from prominent social, military, and economic families paid higher
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dowries, while those from middle-class families had lower amounts. Furthermore, the dowries
for wives who were freed slaves, and sometimes for widows and divorced women, were even
lower.

The marriage contracts often included various conditional clauses, with the most common being
the condition of "absence from the wife." The shortest duration for this condition was set at three
months, while the longest could be up to one year, as specified in the marriage contracts. Other
conditions included stipulations such as the wife being divorced if the husband married another
woman, or if the husband moved her to a different place without her consent, or if he failed to
provide her with maintenance. There were also cases where the wife would be divorced if the
husband traveled for a month, a year, or longer, with the divorce being irrevocable. In addition,
some wives would include a condition requiring the husband to provide food for their children,
or to live with them, especially if the wife had been divorced from a previous husband. These
conditions reflect the specific circumstances and concerns of the individuals involved in the
contracts. (For further details, see the attached tables of marriage, divorce, and kAul ‘contracts).

Regarding the mahr mu’ajjal the (deferred dowry), a wife is entitled to receive it in two cases:
either upon divorce or after the husband's death when his estate is settled. In this case, the dowry
is recorded as part of the deceased husband's inheritance. Moreover, one of the documents also
references to zawaj al-badal (exchange marriage). It can be observed that the dowries in
marriage contracts varied, being either monetary, in-kind (such as furniture and clothing), or a
combination of both. A wife could also choose to forgo her deferred dowry during her lifetime.
Marriage alliances occurred between families residing in Jerusalem and its neighboring areas,
as well as among people of different ethnic backgrounds, including Shami (Levantine), Roumi
(Greek), and Jarkasi (Circassian) origins. It is noteworthy that dowries in marriages between
relatives tended to be lower than those in marriages between non-relatives. (For more details,
refer to the attached marriage contract tables).

The documents also reference divorce contracts, which highlight divorce as a social phenomenon
driven by factors such as poverty, infertility, or the husband's prolonged absence due to
economic hardships. Although divorce contracts were relatively few, the records indicate that
divorce rates were significantly higher among the general population compared to prominent
and influential families. In this regard, divorce procedures required the husband or his legal
representative to appear before the court and officially declare the divorce in the presence of
witnesses. The divorce was classified as either bainounasughra(minor irrevocable divorce) or
bainounakubra (major irrevocable divorce). After the declaration, the husband was obligated to
pay the deferred dowry (mu’akhkhar al-sadaq).The judge also determined the alimony (nafaqa)
for the divorced woman, which varied based on the husband's financial situation. The husband
or his representative had to pledge compliance with the payment before the court. A review of
the attached divorce contracts reveals the total dowry value, with half of it typically being
deferred. In some cases, part of the deferred dowry consisted of personal belongings such as
anklets, cotton fabrics, cushions, blankets, or daggers. The highest dowry recorded belonged to
a wealthy merchant, whereas the lowest was given to an emancipated slave or concubine
(muta’aqah). For further details, refer to the attached divorce contract tables in the study.

Another type of divorce mentioned in the documents is khul* (divorce by mutual consent), in
which the wife relinquishes her dowry and ‘idda (waiting period) alimony in exchange for the
husband's agreement to divorce her. According to the records, in some kAul‘ contracts, the
husband still provided his wife with her deferred dowry (mu’akhkhar al-sadaq), while in other
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cases, she was compensated with household items such as cooking pots, copper utensils, sheets,
and blankets. However, the most common practice was for the wife to forgo her deferred dowry
entirely in order to be granted her freedom. For further details, refer to the attached kAul ‘ contract
tables in the study.

It was also observed that the people of Eastern Jordan paid significant attention to alimony
(nafaqa), guardianship (wasaya), and the legal inheritance rights of children after divorce or the
death of a parent. This concern was particularly evident in the care of orphaned children and the
well-being of widowed wives, whether during the testator’s lifetime or after their passing,
regardless of whether they were Muslim or Christian. To address these matters, a guardian
(nadeer or wasiy) was appointed to oversee their affairs, ensure their well-being, and manage
their inheritance. Typically, the guardian was a close relative with legal guardianship rights, such
as an uncle, maternal uncle, grandfather, or grandmother. However, if no suitable relative was
available, the gadi (Islamic judge) appointed a trustworthy individual deemed appropriate to
manage the inheritance, assets, and property of the orphans, ensuring their benefits. For further
details, refer to the tables of alimony, guardianship, inheritance, and legal agency documents
attached to the study.

Examples from the documents on alimony (nafaqa) and guardianship (wasaya) illustrate the
detailed financial care provided for dependents. These records show daily expenses such as
payments in silver coins for oil, food, meat, bread, soap, sugar, drinks, wet-nurse wages,
bathhouse fees, and clothing, among other necessities. Mothers were often authorized to manage
alimony for their children, especially after the father’s death. In cases of financial need, they
could take loans, with repayment sourced from their own assets or the deceased father’s legal
inheritance. Moreover, a nadeer (overseer) could be appointed alongside the official guardian
(wasily) to safeguard the financial interests of minor heirs. Guardianship arrangements
sometimes began during the testator’s lifetime to ensure the execution of their will after their
death. These wills covered assets, liabilities, debts, mortgages, and specified how the deceased’s
wealth should be allocated. For further details, refer to the tables of alimony, guardianship, and
inheritance documents attached to the study.

Fourth: Negative Aspects

The study area has witnessed numerous negative aspects, which are common in many societies.
However, many of these issues indicate that one of their primary causes is the lack of security
or the weakness of state authority in the region. This weakness stems from the limited presence
of law enforcement mechanisms, including administrative officials, subashiah (police officers),
and military personnel, which has contributed to the overall instability and disorder.

This situation may be explained by the fact that the Ottoman state, for the most part, did not pay
significant attention to the region except insofar as it generated benefits for the state, such as tax
revenues and igta ‘at (land grants). Occasionally, the Ottomans also focused on securing safe
passage for pilgrim caravans—a seasonal activity for which the state often relied on local tribes
to provide protection in exchange for compensation.

Among the manifestations of lawlessness in the region were instances of rebellion. For example,
records mention the pursuit of insurgents in Al-Shawbak in the year 936 AH / 1530 CE, during
which authorities confiscated knives, aflagiyya (a type of weapon), bows, crossbows, and
cleavers (S1/A, H1, p. 241). Similarly, in 973 AH / 1566 CE, rebellious Arab tribes from the
eastern region looted textiles, goods, sheep, camels, and other property belonging to the late

posthumanism.co.uk



1254 Documents of Eastern Jordan During the Ottoman Era: New Findings

Khurram Beek, the governor of Al-Karak. These stolen goods were sold in Jerusalem,
necessitating disciplinary measures and retribution (S49, H1, p. 65). Additionally, an imperial
order (buyuruldi) was issued in 999 AH / 1591 CE to track down criminals, rebels, and outlaws
among the Arab tribes in Ajloun, and another order in Ma‘an in 1154 AH / 1741 CE to defend
Muslim pilgrims (S71, H1, p. 154, Ottoman document; S232, H2, p. 5). Other transgressions
included the pursuit of Palestinian rebels who fled to eastern Jordan after the Peasant Revolt that
erupted in Nablus and spread across Palestine in 1248 AH / 1834 CE. The rebellion, led by
Sheikh Qasim Al-Ahmad against Egyptian rule, resulted in his escape—along with his
fighters—to Al-Karak Castle and later to the Citadel of Salt, large parts of which were
subsequently destroyed (S317, H2, p. 60; Mana‘, History of Palestine, p. 153).

Furthermore, instances of incitement to strife included the case of four Christians from the city
of Al-Karak, who were residing in the village of Tuqu‘ near Jerusalem. They reported to the
subashi (police chief) of Jerusalem that during the turmoil of 945 AH / 1537 CE in Tuqu’,
Ahmad Al-°Ars, the leader of the unrest, had killed one of the Christians (S10, H1, p. 196). Other
transgressions involved attacks on state officials. For example, in 949 AH / 1542 CE, Arab
tribesmen ambushed the governor (sanjak-bey) of Al-Karak, looted his belongings, and fled to
Wadi Al-Wala in Al-Karak region. They were pursued, and some of the stolen property was
recovered (S12, H1, p. 241). Additionally, efforts were made to suppress the remaining Arab
insurgents with the help of Sheikh Diab, the Sheikh of Damascus. On 11 Rabi‘ al-Awwal 1150
AH /9 July 1737 CE, these rebels were besieged in Jabal Shahaq (in the Al-Hasa region of the
southern desert). Their livestock was seized, their supplies were scattered, over fifty of them
were killed, and the rest fled to Wadi al-Sirhan. The pursuit continued to the Bal‘u area in Al-
Karak, where the rebels—belonging to the tribes of Bani Mahdi, al-Mishalkha, Hatym, Al-
Jahaushah, Bani Kulayb (Kilab/Al-Kilabinah), and Al-Hamaidah—took refuge in the
mountains. The state confiscated their wealth, extending its reach to Wadi Al-Wala in Madaba
and beyond, where most of the fugitives belonged to the ‘Anizah and Bani Sakhr tribes,
ultimately reaching Hisban (S228, HI, p. 334).

However, this did not prevent the Ottoman state from seeking the allegiance of the Arab tribes
to ensure the provision of supplies for the Mahmal Al-Hajj Al-Sharif during its passage through
the study area. An example of this is the action of Sheikh ‘Awad Diab Al-Fayez, the chief of
Bani Sakhr tribe, who delivered provisions and barley to the Mahmal at its stop in Ma‘an in 1219
AH / 1804 CE. In return, he received a payment of 32,000 qurush asadifrom, ‘Aql Zadeh in
Jerusalem. This transaction was carried out under an official berat-i sharif issued by the Amir of
the Hajj al-Sharif and the governor of Damascus, Sidon, and Tripoli, as well as the commander-
in-chief (serasker) of the Hijaz, Ibrahim Pasha (S285, H1, pp. 104-105).

Among the incidents of highway robbery: the theft by bandits in 952 AH / 1545 CE of sheep
and horses belonging to Arab Mubarak ibn ‘Abad near Jericho (S17, H2, p. 376). Additionally,
the one who receives in Jerusalem, Omar Agha, was alerted about the need to secure the roads
at the stops of Azraq and Al-Mafraq in eastern Jordan due to some violations affecting the
endowments and agricultural lands of the inhabitants and passers-by, as per the regulations for
the protection of citizens and their safety (S225, HI1-H3, p. 45). Furthermore, there were
incidents of attacks on Hajj caravans, including the assault on pilgrims returning from
performing the pilgrimage rites in 1153 AH / 1740 CE by criminals from Ma‘an area. Among
the pilgrims was the one who receives Jerusalem, Mustafa Agha. The attackers were confronted,
some were killed, and the others fled. This news was spread to calm the residents of the province
(S232,H2, p. 5).
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The records also mention numerous incidents of murder and theft, particularly the theft of
livestock, animals, goods, and looting, especially those involving farmers and herders who
transported agricultural and livestock products, such as wheat and ghee, to sell in urban centers
like Jerusalem. These records also include cases of altercations, fraud, and disputes over land.
(See: Tables of Negative Phenomena and Miscellaneous Documents).

There were also recorded cases of alcohol consumption, indicating that drinking alcohol was
considered a crime, even if the drinker was a Christian. One such case involved Hassan Beek,
the governor of Jerusalem (996 AH/1588 CE), arresting Hassan Al-Ajlouni and Ya'qub bin
Ibrahim, both Christians, for drinking alcohol and playing the rabab (a musical instrument),
which was confirmed before the legal authority (S67, H6, p.86). It is noteworthy that most of
these incidents and recorded complaints occurred in the villages and towns of Ajloun region
(north), Al-Balga (Salt), and Al-Karak (south). (For further details, see: Tables of Negative
Phenomena and Theft Documents).

The documents indicate that the state and the military sometimes responded to certain
transgressions. However, most of the records concerning pursuits and disciplinary campaigns
were related to incidents of attacks on pilgrimage caravans, murders, assaults on state
representatives in the region, and campaigns to apprehend outlaws and bandits, disciplining them
to the extent of killing some and recovering the looted goods. Yet, these violations continued
unabated. In other words, these security follow-ups and disciplinary campaigns were primarily
associated with the concept of asserting the state's prestige and authority when incidents of
violations against the state or its representatives occurred (see: Tables of Negative Phenomena
and Miscellaneous Documents). In addition, the pilgrimage caravans were materially and
symbolically linked to the concept of the Ottoman state’s authority through the manipulation of
the Arabs with funds provided by the state to confirm its ability to maintain control over all of
its regions (Al-Shar'a, Position of the Bedouin Tribes, p. 1-2), as well as the religious sensitivity
of the pilgrimage issue, which was fundamentally tied to the establishment, expansion, and
protection of the Ottoman state and its safeguarding of holy places.

Although these incidents highlight the nature and patterns of some societal imbalances and
negative phenomena in the study area, they do not record all the disturbances that occurred. Not
all incidents and violations necessarily reached Sharia court in Jerusalem or the state
representatives in the districts, provinces, and regions. These matters are often resolved by
resorting to tribal chiefs, dignitaries, and clan judges, especially in the Bedouin areas, due to the
distance, effort, and hardships that the complainant would face in filing complaints or lawsuits.
Nonetheless, the documents and records in our possession provide a picture of the reality in the
study area regarding the recorded violations, transgressions, and negative phenomena (for more
details on these phenomena, see: the table of negative phenomena attached to the study), which
began to decline after the establishment of the Hijaz Railway (1900-1908) and the subsequent
security improvements that helped curb these violations.

Fifth: Features of Economic Life

Land and agriculture formed the backbone of economic activity under the Timar (military
fiefdom) system during the Ottoman era, as it functioned both as an administrative and economic
system. Large portions of land in the region were managed under this system, particularly in
Bilad al-Sham in general, and more specifically in Jordan and Palestine, including the lands of
the village of Bargash in Ajloun (S12, Vol. 2, p. 541; S13, Vol. 3, p. 227). Through this system,
the state was able to provide salaries to a large number of its soldiers known as Sipahi (Timar
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cavalrymen) from the revenues generated by these fiefs.

One of the most prominent 7imars in the study area during the Ottoman period, based on new
findings, was the fief held by Muhammad ibn Ali, famously known as Dalim Muhammad al-
Sipahi, in the city of Jerusalem. He officially declared that he had relinquished his 7imar in the
Jerusalem district—comprising several village farmlands—to Mustafa Jawish ibn Muhammad.
The yield of these lands amounted to four thousand and twenty Otfoman (currency or units) from
summer and winter crops, on the condition that the aforementioned assignee would manage the
entire yield of the mentioned Timar as his due revenue for the year 982 AH / 1574 AD, recorded
in the year 983 AH /1575 AD. He also relinquished his 7imar in the Ajloun district, in the Ghor
area, in favor of Mustafa Jawish, through an official noble deed: TheTleel Farm, the Adassiyah
Farm, the Assasneh Farm, the Hassaniyah Farm, the Baqoura Farm, and the Upper Yarka Farm
(856, Vol. 2, p. 356) are mentioned in the historical records. This document highlights the
importance of these farms and their lands, even to this day—especially the Adassiyah and
Baqourafarms.The highest-yielding Timars were designated as khas, which were reserved for
the Sultan and the senior administrative officials of the state, such as the Wali (governor) and
the Amir of the district. Next in rank was the Ziamet Timar, allocated to high-ranking Sipahi
commanders and elite military personnel. Below that came the standard 7imar, which was the
least in revenue, though it varied in size and income, ranging from 2,000 to 6,000 Agja, and up
to 19,000 Agja (Djéb and Bonn, Society, Vol. 1, pp. 71-72; Inalcik, The Ottoman, pp. 221-229).

The documents also refer to the Zaims’ appropriation of revenues in Jerusalem from the Awgaf
(religious endowments) of the Two Holy Mosques, particularly those pertaining to Sayyiduna
al-Khalil (Prophet Abraham). In particular, these revenues included proceeds from farms,
vineyards, sheep, and bechives on waqf villages, including the village of Ajloun, with a total
sum of one thousand Sultani (gold coins) (S56, Vol. 2, p. 600). The districts of Ajloun,
Jerusalem, Gaza, Nablus, al-Jaljun (Marj Ibn Amer), and Safad, along with the subdistricts of
Bani al-Asar, Bani Kinana, and Bani Jahmah (in northern Jordan), were all administered under
this Timar system. Each district encompassed a number of these fiefs (Bayat, The State, pp. 152—
159).As for land ownership, registration, sale, and disputes over property, the documents
explicitly refer to these matters (for further references, see: S4, Vol. 1, p. 340; S13, Vol. 1, p.
468; S62, Vol. 2, p. 180; S254, Vol. 2, p. 37).

The 18th and 19th centuries witnessed the state's reliance on some local forces to assert its
control over certain regions occupied by Bedouin tribes, such as the Jordan Valley and Marj Ben
Amer (Mannaa, History, P.173). It also saw individuals or families migrating from various
Palestinian cities, settling in different locations across eastern Jordan. The reasons behind these
movements were varied, including the pursuit of livelihood, the desire to escape the state's reach
due to fear of conscription or taxes, and the impact of military forces that swept through
Palestine, such as the French campaign led by Napoleon in 1789 and the Egyptian campaign led
by Ibrahim Pasha between 1830 and 1840 (Abu Shaar, History, P.150-156).

As the power of the state declined, corruption gradually seeped into the timar system. The timars
were neglected and transferred to other timar-holders through vacancy until it was eventually
abolished. This gave rise to the systems of iltizam (tax farming) and malakaniyya (land
ownership), leading to a continued decline in agricultural production. Due to the state's financial
difficulties and its need for funds to carry out reforms, the Ottoman Land Law was issued in
1857, marking the beginning of the Tanzimat reforms. This law divided land into two main
categories: miri (state-owned) land and wagqf (endowment) land (Abu Shaar, History, P.273-
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275). Many of these families engaged in agriculture; for instance, the villages of Bani Sakhr and
several villages in Madaba experienced this trend. The continuous work in agriculture led to the
settlement of these families in these villages, making them an integral part of their social and
economic fabric. Additionally, many individuals who came to the region practiced various crafts,
particularly in trade and agriculture (see: attached tables of documents). The ease of
transportation to Palestinian cities, where the main markets were located, further facilitated this,
and later, the Hejaz Railway contributed to an economic and security transformation, as
previously mentioned, impacting both the agricultural and commercial sectors until the decline
of Ottoman influence in 1918.

Sixth: Leasing and Endowments:

Leasing typically occurred for short periods, not exceeding one year. However, due to the
inability of the endowments to manage their properties, long-term leases emerged, which could
last up to a maximum of 90 years. This type of lease involved the trustee or the deputy of the
judge informing the endowment authorities that the property required repairs and that there was
insufficient funding to carry out these repairs. After sending experts to assess the situation, a
report would be presented recommending a long-term lease for the benefit and preservation of
the endowment. The lease duration would typically range between 30 and 90 years (S258, H1,
p. 90; Afifi, Endowments, p. 160).

The endowment system is based on the inclusion of properties donated by individuals as
endowments for the authorized institution or on the ownership of the estate of a person who has
no heirs. This includes houses, agricultural land, and commercial properties (as understood from
the documents). The institution responsible for managing the endowments oversees the
properties, invests in them, leases them, and directs the income to sustain the services of the
endowments and their related services, which includes the salaries and wages of workers such
as imams, preachers, muezzins, guards, and laborers (Abu al-Shar, History, p. 275-281). This
applies specifically to the two holy mosques (Jerusalem and Hebron) and the maintenance of
necessary services such as cleanliness and lighting. Additionally, the endowments are sometimes
responsible for distributing financial aid from the proceeds of leasing and investing the
endowments, as well as from in-kind and monetary donations and zakat funds entrusted to them
for management.

An examination of the leasing documents at Sharia Court of Jerusalem in the study area reveals
that these leases were either for endowments located in the region or for residents of this area in
eastern Jordan and Palestine. Most of the leased endowments were affiliated with the
endowments of the two holy mosques (Al-Agsa Mosque in Jerusalem and the Ibrahimi Mosque
in Hebron) or what is commonly referred to as the "Endowment of Our Master Ibrahim" (see the
leasing and endowment contracts).

Among the 21 leasing documents registered at the court, 16 contracts were for leasing properties
belonging to endowments, including ten contracts for leasing properties affiliated with the
endowments of the two holy mosques (see the attached leasing documents).

Among the available documents registered at Jerusalem Sharia Court related to the study area,
the most frequently leased endowment was the Rabad Castle and the village of Rabad in Ajloun.
An example of this is a document from the year 1532, for "Rabad Castle, from the endowment
of our master Abu al-Sadaqat Khalil al-Rahman, peace be upon him, including all its roads,
rights, lands, buildings, and other uses, for a period of two years, for cultivation and benefit,"
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with a rental fee of one Ottoman coin. (S 2, H3, p. 375).

We also find another document recording the leasing of the village of Rabad, "the endowment
of our master Khalil, including all the produce of the village of Rabad, located in Ajloun, such
as wheat, barley, etc.," from 1553, for a period of two years, with a rental fee of 600 Ottoman
coins (S 27, H2, p. 101). Another document details the leasing of "the village of Rabad and its
dues" for 110 gold Sultani coins (S 59, H2, p. 121). Additionally, there is a lease of the
endowments of our master Khalil, peace be upon him, in the villages of Ra'ya in the Irbid district,
as well as Rabad, Fara, Al-Hussin, the Bakoza farm, and Jineba (S 80, H2, p. 136).

The leasing also included Khan al-Zabyb, which was endowed to the Awqaf of the servants of
Al-Agsa Mosque (S 31, H1, p. 408; S 72, H4, p. 357), and the site of Khirbat al-Dalila (S 416,
H4, pp. 108-109), in addition to lands, buildings, livestock, and crops that were part of the
endowments of the two holy mosques. There were a total of five documents related to these
leases (see: Table of Lease Documents), and the leasing was overseen by the "Supervisor of the
Two Holy Mosques," appointed by the "Supervisor of the Endowments of Hebron" in 1580 (S
59, H2, p. 121).

From reviewing the documents related to the leasing of endowments, it is evident that the
properties and lands associated with them in Eastern Jordan and Palestine are vast and extensive.
One document shows that the endowments of the two holy mosques in Jerusalem alone
encompass villages and farms, and that they were leased for thousands of goldSultanis (S 56,
H4, p. 655).

In addition, there are also documents for leasing endowments belonging to the two holy mosques
in vast areas across Eastern Jordan and Palestine. To illustrate, one document details the leasing
of "the endowments of our master, Al-Khalil, and the offerings in Jerusalem, Nablus, Safed, Al-
Balga, Ajloun, and Al-Karak and their proceeds from cows, sheep, livestock, wheat, barley, etc."
for 700 Ottoman Lira for one year (S 20, H1, p. 307). Similarly, another document refers to
leasing "the district of the endowments of the two holy mosques located in Al-Khalil, Jerusalem,
Nablus, and Ajloun with an income of 90 Sultanis" (S 49, H2, p. 490). Moreover, the
endowments of the two holy mosques in the study area extend to the northern part of Eastern
Jordan, specifically to the village of Ra'ya of Irbid region in Hauran, where one document
records the lease of the village for twenty Sultanis (S 39, H15, p. 329), and to the south, near the
village of Khan Al-Zabyb in the vicinity of Amman, as previously mentioned.

Furthermore, we also find documents for the leasing of three houses, two of which are in
Jerusalem. One is located in Bab Al-Amoud neighborhood of Jerusalem, leased for sixty Aleppo
dirhams for a period of ten years, belonging to the endowment of Al-Adhamiya Zawiya (S 10,
HI, p. 469). The other is in the Christian Quarter of Jerusalem, leased for four Sikka ( coinage
dies in a mint) per year (S 49, HS, p. 345). The third is in the city of Ma'an in southern Jordan,
with a "long-term lease," which is not an endowment (S 258, H1, p. 90). Additionally, there is a
document for the leasing of a mule for ten years for plowing and farming, for one Aleppo dirham
(S 15, H3, p. 180).

Seventh: Debts and Loans:

The documents of debts and loans registered in the records of Jerusalem Sharia Court reveal the
patterns and types of trade exchanges between the residents of the Eastern Jordan region and
some of the people of Jerusalem. Although most of the recorded debts concern financial
amounts, many also detail the goods or commodities that were bought, sold, or exchanged, along
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with their monetary values. These documents also highlight the approximate prices of these
goods. Moreover, we also find that some debts are recorded from a single creditor to multiple
debtors in the same document. For instance, one debt document involves four individuals and
includes 510 gold sultani for the price of a buffalo, 130 gold coins for the price of a plow, and
100 gold coins and the summer harvest of 280 acres (S 49, H1, p. 22). In one of the records, we
find the heirs of an individual claiming multiple debts against the Arab tribes of Abad and
Adwan, as well as the people of Jerusalem (S 383, H2, p. 314).

For example, the price of a variety of colored Syrian fabric was one gold coin (S31, HS, p. 90),
and 3 gold coins were paid for 10 pounds of Jerusalem soap (S33, HS, p. 310). There are also
records of debts involving goods that were not financially estimated, such as a debt between two
Christian men for 25 pounds of oil: 15 pounds from one man and 10 pounds from the other (S30,
H3, p. 485).

It is also important to note that some documents were created to confirm a debt due to disputes
or delays in payment, meaning that the debt had not been previously documented, and the
creditor resorted to the court to secure their right. One such case involved Khalil bin Hanna bin
Siman Qiwar Al-Romi, man from the town of Al-Salt in Al-Karak administrative district, who
appeared before Sharia judge in Jerusalem to confirm that nine and a half years earlier, he had
borrowed 70 French francs from Sheikh Muhammad Afandi bin Abdulghani Al-Dawdi(who had
passed away by that time). He had secured the loan by writing a promissory note. He repaid nine
francs to the Orphans Directorate in Jerusalem (S414, H3, p. 7). It is worth noting that most of
the loans, though few in comparison to the debt records, were financial loans without further
detail. (For more, see the attached debt and loan documents in the study).

Eighth: Claims (Lawsuits) and Legal Agencies

A: Claims (Lawsuits): The documents of claims (lawsuits) registered at Sharia Court of
Jerusalem by residents of East Jordan reveal, on one hand, a clear diversity of the various
economic activities practiced in the region. On the other hand, they highlight negative social
behaviors, particularly theft, robbery, and the unlawful seizure of the possessions and properties
of others. These actions can largely be attributed to the weak security control of the state over
the studied area.

The primary claims registered in the court records focus on the unlawful seizure of others'
properties, theft, robbery, and delays or failure to pay for purchases or full amounts due. Other
common claims involve non-payment of loans, debts, guarantees, rent, or the price of property
(such as homes and shops), as well as refusal to pay the dowry, alimony for wives and children,
child custody, or delayed bridal payments. Additionally, there are claims related to legal
transfers, and compensation for land exploitation used for agriculture (See: Table of Lawsuit
Documents).

The subjects of the disputed claims indicate the dominant economic lifestyle in the studied area,
which was agricultural and commercial, closely linked to both plant and animal agricultural
production. Out of 164 documents related to claims, 78 were connected to livestock (donkeys,
mules, horses, camels, and bulls), seven documents involved livestock (cows, calves, and sheep),
and 30 documents pertained to the prices of agricultural products such as wheat, grains, rice, oil,
soap, molasses, oil, charcoal, and hides (for more details, see: Table of Lawsuit Documents
attached to the study).

Other claims were related to the demand for compensation or the price of jewelry, cloaks, fabrics,
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firearms (rifles), clothing, wool, and saddles for horses. Among the notable claims is one
regarding the collapse of the Al-Hakura wall which is adjacent to the Olive Monastery in
Jerusalem, which caused harm to passersby and neighbors, as well as to the house of the head of
the Frankish community in Ajloun (S36, H2, P275). Another claim was filed against one of the
people from Al-Karak for his failure to perform his duty of reciting a chapter of the Qur’an daily
at the Noble Rock in the quarters of Al-Khawaja Muhammad bin Abad (S66, H4, P271).

It is noteworthy that many of the registered claims were not limited to issues that occurred solely
in Eastern Jordan or among its residents. On the contrary, several claims filed by several
residents of the region against individuals in Palestine. Conversely, there were also claims raised
by individuals from the study area residing in Jerusalem and its surroundings against people
from Jerusalem and Palestine, or vice versa. This pattern of legal interaction reflects not only
the geographical mobility and settlement but also highlights the deep and interconnected
economic relationships between the inhabitants of Eastern Jordan and Palestine. (For more
details, refer to the table of claims documents attached to the study).

B: Legal Agencies: One of the most striking aspects for those reviewing the registered agency
documents in the records of Jerusalem Sharia Court, including those from the study area in
Madaba, Al-Karak, Al-Salt, and others (S397, H1, p. 210), is the variety of these agencies
according to the type of mandate (subject of the agency). These include general agencies,
unrestricted agencies, legal agencies, valid agencies, delegated agencies, agencies for filing
lawsuits and delivery, agencies for collection, agencies for company formation and property
transfer, and agencies for the release and delivery of collateral. There is also one agency that
combines being a general unrestricted legal agency with the subject of the mandate: dealing with
the principal's properties and assets, or a general unrestricted agency, or a delegated legal agency
for buying, selling, and mortgaging, and the release of collateral regarding both real and financial
rights. (For further details, see: Judges, Legal Agencies, p. 5-6).

Most of the general, unrestricted, and legal agencies are related to land, real estate, and property.
Some of them pertain to inheritances and estates, or the claiming of rights for wives and children
from husbands due to divorce or death. Others specify matters that concern the principal (S396,
H2, p. 88; S397, H2, p. 84). The remaining agencies define the subject of the agency to a
particular issue or issues, as specified in the agency deed.

Regarding the agents (the appointed individuals), it is noticeable that most of them, based on the
titles associated with their names, are "Afendiya" (gentlemen) or "Mashaykhs” (people of high
position indicating that they are educated and knowledgeable or specialized in financial and legal
matters. This may suggest that many of the principals from Eastern Jordan were illiterate, unable
to read or write, or lacked knowledge in transactional matters, which is why they resorted to
these Afendiya and Mashaykhs for assistance.

It is also observed that most of the principals from the study area granted powers of attorney to
individuals residing in Jerusalem or its vicinity. This may be due to their inability or
unwillingness to stay in Jerusalem until their transactions, which could take time to complete,
were finalized. Upon reviewing the documents, it is found that 12 out of 34 documents in the
study are powers of attorney between non-Muslims, including ten Christians and two Jews,
particularly from the Samaritan community. This indicates that Sharia Court of Jerusalem dealt
with the transactions of all residents, including non-Muslims. This suggests that Christian
churches in Palestine and Eastern Jordan were authorized to conduct transactions, sales, and
matters related to inheritances, lawsuits, and powers of attorney. (For more details, see: the table
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of powers of attorney documents attached to the study).

Ninth: Commercial Activity

It is perhaps difficult to fully grasp the overall nature, types, and extent of commercial activity
in the Eastern Jordan region and Palestinian cities, including Jerusalem, during the Ottoman era
based solely on the records of Sharia Court of Jerusalem. What is known about commercial
activity is derived from these documents based on new evidence. Furthermore, the inability of
the Ottoman state to assert control and maintain security in the study area created a barrier to the
expansion of commercial activities, particularly with the frequent incidents of road banditry by
Bedouins and thieves, which affected even the villages around Jerusalem. Goods transported
from Eastern Jordan to Palestine were often subject to attack, plundering, or theft by villagers
along the way (S107, H2, p.20).

Therefore, an understanding of economic activity in general, and commercial activity in
particular, requires extensive research and the use of documents beyond those found in Sharia
Court of Jerusalem, with perhaps the most significant documents being those recorded by
travelers and historians about the region during the Ottoman era. Despite this, the documents
from Sharia Court of Jerusalem provide valuable insights and fragments that can be used to infer
some aspects of commercial activity in the study area during the Ottoman period. It is
noteworthy that many of the commercial transactions recorded in the court documents were not
limited to dealings among the residents of the study area alone; rather, there are numerous
documents indicating transactions between the residents of Eastern Jordan and Palestine,
including the buying and selling of properties and houses in both regions (S1, H3, p.324). These
transactions even led to the removal of the governor of Jerusalem (the mutasallim), Hussein
Agha, who was dismissed by the Ottoman state for selling horses to the Bedouins of Al-Balqa
in the year (1252 AH/1536 CE) (S319, HS, p.155).

The trade of the people of Eastern Jordan included grains (wheat, flour, and barley), livestock
(horses, oxen, mares, donkeys, mules, camels, cows, calves, sheep, and goats), and their
products, as well as some agricultural products (olive oil, ghee, and butter), and plants such as
olive saplings, grapes, figs, pomegranates, peaches, apricots, and quinces (S2, H1, p.141; S56,
H2, p.158; S62, H2, p.180). In this context, we can say that the documents clearly indicate the
ownership of this collective livestock by the people of Eastern Jordan, which resulted from
selective breeding they focused on, and it formed the bulk of their trade.

One of the most prominent registered commercial activities was the "frying trade," including the
oil and indigo associated with it. Frying oil was used in soap production and became one of the
primary exports from Eastern Jordan to Palestine. This trade provided a livelihood for a
significant number of people from Eastern Jordan. Jerusalem, as well as Madaba, Nablus, and
Gaza, were the main destinations for the frying oil imported from the Jordan Valley, Al-Karak,
Al-Balga, and Ajloun Mountains (S107, H2, p.20; S35, H2, p.238).

Among the prominent commercial activities were the buying and selling of properties, including
agricultural lands and houses (S18, H1, p.355). One of the most notable examples was the
ownership of the head of the Mar Graimos Monastery, a monk of the Greek Orthodox Monastery
in Jerusalem named Serapion Effendi. He entrusted one of the monks of the same monastery,
who was the spiritual leader of the Greek Orthodox community in Salt, with lands near the
Jordan River, specifically in the Kharar area, east of the Shari'a River. These lands, which
belonged to Al-Nimr (Al-‘Adwan) tribe, amounted to over 200 dunams and were distributed to
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several Greek Orthodox deacons and archimandrites (a total of six), with the terms of the land
exchange being decided by the principal agent (S413, H2, p.12-13).

The commercial activities also included trading in fabrics, sheep skins, cloaks, wool, cotton, and
soap (S19, H2, p.368; S53, H2, p.283). Additionally, there was a document related to the sale of
a mill (S67, H3, p.59), and one of the purchase contracts involved the sale of a slave (S6, H2,
p.464).

Among the currencies used in the commercial activities recorded in the court documents were:
The Barah: This was the smallest currency unit in the Ottoman Empire, where 40 Barah equaled
one Ottoman Ghirsh, The Ottoman Ghirsh: This came in denominations of half a Ghirsh (equal
to 20 Barah), one Ghirsh, two Ghirsh and a half, five and ten Ghirsh, and twenty Ghirsh. Its
weight was 6 dirhams, or approximately 18 grams, The Gold Sultaniya: A gold coin in
circulation at the time and Al-Zultah,The French Livre: A French currency used in the region,
Gold Sikkah: Another form of gold currency, The Majidi Riyal: A currency named after Sultan
Abdul Majid, Cypriot coin: A coin from Cyprus,The Ottoman Dirham: A silver coin in the
Ottoman currency system, The Halabi Silver Coin: A coin made of silver, minted in Aleppo,
Ottoman and Egyptian Coins: Coins from the Ottoman Empire and Egypt also circulated in the
region. (For more information on the values of these currencies, please refer to the attached
tables in the study).

In addition to the currencies in circulation, various types of commercial activities documented
in contracts such as sales and purchases, debts, and claims were recorded, especially in barter,
exchange, and gifts. Several types of weights, measures, and scales were also used,
including: Qantar, Hamel, Mudd, Ratal, Sa', Ghararah, Dabiha, Tabbah, Jarrah, Kilah, Feddan,
Dunum, and Qirat (these documents can be found in the attached tables of the study). The key
documents included in the study, which can be examined to track the commercial activities in
the study area, are: Claims documents (lawsuits), Sale and purchase contracts, Debts and loans,
Agreements (Wakalah), Endorsements (Mu'ahada), and Documents of theft and miscellaneous
records.

As for the sale and purchase contracts, they became notably active during the study period, and
the following observations can be made:

Of the 61 documents included in the sale and purchase contracts, 30 documents relate to the
buying and selling of real estate in the study area, and in Palestine, most of which are specifically
in the areas surrounding Jerusalem. Among these, 12 documents concern agricultural land,
seedlings, and orchards. Additionally, 15 documents involve the sale and purchase of livestock
and animals, including 10 documents for sheep, donkeys, mules, and goats (all types of goats).
One document records the sale of 949 sheep of various colors and breeds, sold for 25,989
Ottoman dirhams (S16, H2, P567). Another document records the sale of 51 black goats (S21,
HS5, P154). Five documents relate to the sale of young foals and colts (female horse) and horses
of various colors in Al-Salt, Al-Karak, and Jerusalem. Three documents are related to the sale
of materials such as "qali," "bazra," and "nillah," which are used in soap production. Four
documents pertain to the sale and purchase of sheep skins and fabrics, and two documents are
about the sale and purchase of olive oil and soap (For more details, see the table of sale and
purchase contracts). This explains the noticeable economic activity during the study period in
the context of the new data.
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Appendices of the Study

A. Images of the Documents from the Records of Jerusalem Sharia Court
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